CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, February 8, 2011
A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, February 8, 2011, at Randall Elementary School, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, Mr. Paul Klinger, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Cortland Standard Representative; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  After a tour of the building by Board members to view the construction taking place, Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, an Executive Session was called at 6:35 PM, to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 6:53 PM.   Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young recalled the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner -  
1) The Board recognized Randall Reading Teacher Kristin Jamieson for taking a leadership role in overseeing the different Family Reading Nights at Randall.  
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports – 
1) CNYSBA Legislative Breakfast, 2/5/11, Dryden Middle School.  Mr. Young explained that the group had met with Senators Seward and Assemblywoman Lifton to discuss budget concerns.  Mr. Spring noted anyone interested should take a look at the website of the Statewide School Finance Consortium.  Their data shows how potential school aid cuts are disproportionately damaging to the poorer, more rural, and upstate school districts than to some of the wealthier and downstate school districts.  Also noted was that for comparison purposes, tax rate information for every school district in the State can be found on the Comptroller’s website.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

a. Randall Elementary School Improvement Plan.  
1) Mr. Kostuk introduced 4th grade teachers Lisa Riley and Karen Curran, who are involved with both the Professional Development School Math Initiative with SUNY Cortland and our Understanding by Design Program.  They will explain the geometry unit that they are instructing and how it will help our students improve their math skills.

2) Mr. Kostuk introduced Ms. Heidi Shelley, Music, and Ms. Patty Nelson, Library Media Specialist, who gave a presentation on a jazz unit they are teaching to collaborate across academic disciplines and engage 5th graders in learning about music, while addressing ELA, Social Studies, and information literacy standards.
b. Capital Project Update.  Mr. Jim Mulherin, Bovis, and Mr. Brian Domke, Tetra Tech, updated the Board on the progress of work being done on the Capital Project for the High School, athletic fields, Virgil, Randall, and Parker.
c. BOCES Budget Review.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the proposed budget for BOCES Services for 2011-12, an increase of 3.3%.  He advised the savings from sharing services with other districts, and noted that due to a drop in enrollment, occupational education will decrease, however, costs for special needs students will increase.  
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of January 25, 2011 Regular Meeting.
b. Approval of CSE/CPSE Recommendations:  JSHS – 1/19(1), 1/20(4), 1/21(3), and 1/27/11(1); Barry – 1/18(1), 1/25(4), and 2/3/11(1); Randall – 2/1/11(1); Parker – 2/1/11(5); Smith – 1/26/11(1); St. Mary’s – 1/19/11(1); CPSE – 1/26(4) and 1/29/11(1); Virgil – 2/3/11(1).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Approval of Cortland Community Services Board Agreement
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Agreement with the County of Cortland Community Services Board for alcohol and substance abuse services for 2011, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.66.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  

b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 1031.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule(s) of Appointment 2122 and 2123.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  No report.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services
1) Annual Youth Survey.  Ms. Riley reviewed the data, noting that through an error of the Communities that Care Coalition, the 12th grade data had not been included so that the numbers aren’t a true picture.
2) UPK Timeline.  Ms. Riley reviewed the timeline for the 2011 Universal Pre-K Program.
c. Superintendent - 
1) Distributed and explained budget models for a 5-year plan (2010-2016).  He also explained what a contingency budget could mean and reviewed a comparison of four counties by tax rate.  He noted that there was a lot of information to review, and that difficult decisions will have to be made.  Board guidance is needed on how aggressively to tap into reserves.  Currently prioritizing a list of possible ways to cut expenses from meeting with administrators for discussion with the Board at the next meeting.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).
a. Ms. Melissa Howard, a Barry school parent, advised that she was very happy with the organization and friendliness at Barry this year, and no longer has concerns about the sharing of the principal, Ms. Lynn New, between Barry and Virgil. 

12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

a. Special Topic for next meeting discussion.  Mr. Spring advised that the topic for discussion for the next meeting will be the causes of and responses to poor school attendance.
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session at 8:37 PM, to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 10:05 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clarlk, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
14. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to discuss, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn at 10:05 PM.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 
______________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

