CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 8, 2011
A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, at the Virgil Elementary School, 1208 Church St., Virgil, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 

Mr. Joseph Lyman, Mr. Paul Klinger, Ms. Alane Van Donsel


Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Cortland Standard Representative; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Mr. Young brought the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session at 6:03 PM to discuss a particular personnel matter.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  

The Executive Session adjourned at 7:05 PM.   Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:15 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:  
1) The Board recognized Virgil Reading Teacher, Karen Avery, for being awarded National Board Certification by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Lori Megivern, CUT President and District resident, 2408 Kohne Rd., Dryden, NY, addressed the Board.  She noted that she enjoyed the opportunity to attend the recent Education Labor Conference in Denver with Mr. Spring and Mr. Young.  She advised that the Cortland instructional staff’s is very willingness to collaborate with the Board of Education and the Superintendent to impact student learning.  She distributed a list of items to Board members and Mr. Spring to be reviewed for collaborative discussion, and suggested meetings be scheduled to review these items.
c. Board Member Reports.  There were no reports.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  
a. Cortland Public Education Foundation Grant Awards - 
1) Mr. Garry VanGorder and Mr. Andrew Polley, President, Cortland Public Education Foundation, were in attendance to announce the 2011 Spring CPEF grant awards for 4 projects totaling $2,925. 
b. Virgil Elementary Improvement Plan -
1) Ms. Lynn New reported on attendance at Virgil.  She noted that 90% of the students had a least 90% attendance.
2) Ms. Karen Avery and Mr. Nate McLean gave a presentation on the Virgil Book Club they developed with the help of one of the above CPEF grants.  
c. 2nd Quarter Academic Report -
1) Mr. Spring reported on 2nd quarter academic progress.   He noted that teachers have progressed well in getting students ready for the new state benchmarks in Math and ELA.  He noted that attendance still continues to be significant concern at the elementary level.  Also noted was that the passing rate for 9th and 10th graders has improved steadily, and that the overall rate of students passing every course at the Senior High level is 74%, an increase from last year.  The drop-out rate has improved from last year.    
d. Capital Project Update.  Mr. Jim Mulherin, Bovis Lend Lease, and Mr. Scott Duell, Tetra Tech, updated the Board on the Capital Project status for each of the buildings and the athletic fields.
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e. Budget Draft Distribution/Update.  Mr. Martignetti distributed draft budget workbooks to Board members. The current figures in the workbook follow the Governor’s proposal for aid and our 5 year plan for use of reserves.  Mr. Spring asked Board members to review the workbook and provide input on the use of reserves, expenses, and the tax rate before the preliminary budget hearing at the next meeting. 
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of February 22, 2011 Regular Meeting.
b. Approval of CSE/CPSE Recommendations as follows:  JSHS – 2/14/11(4), 2/15/11(4), 2/16/11(6), and 2/17/11(4); Barry Elementary – 3/1/11(6) and 3/2/11(1); Randall Elementary – 2/17/11(3); CPSE – 3/3/11(2).
c. Approval/Appointment of Board of Registration and Election Inspectors as presented for the Budget Vote and Election May 17, 2011.
d. Approval of Increase in Board of Registration/Election Inspector Rate to $9.00 per hour.
e. CSE/CPSE Committee Update.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None.
8. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Title VII Appeal
RESOLVED, that the Board, having considered an appeal of a Title 7 Complaint by an employee and having considered all additional information presented by the employee, hereby upholds the Title 7 investigation.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 3 (Ms. Van Donsel, Mr. Klinger, Ms. Bordwell).
b. UPK Contracts
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 2011-12 Universal Pre-Kindergarten Contracts as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Syracuse University Contract for Student Placement

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve agreement between Syracuse University School of Education and Cortland Enlarged City School District authorizing placement of field work students, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Creation of the Position of School District Treasurer

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the creation of the position of School District Treasurer for the Cortland Enlarged City School District, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.68.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. (See addition to resolution at the end of these minutes.)
c. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule(s) of Appointment 1034, 1035.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7 No – 0.
d. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2125.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
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10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  No report.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services.  
1) Ms. Riley noted the upcoming Professional Development Day being planned for March 18, and invited Board members to participate in our health and wellness activities.
c. Superintendent -
1) Draft Calendar 2011-12.   Mr. Spring noted that the CUT has a copy of the draft calendar and that action will be asked for at the next meeting.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW.  There were no additions requested for the agenda.
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Mr. Young requested an Executive Session at 8:53 PM in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  The Executive Session began at 9:00, after a short break. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 10:20 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  



The Regular Session resumed at 10:20 PM, and the following resolution was passed.

RESOLVED, that the retirement resignations of  Ms. Constance Chase, Ms. Jacquelyn Stegeland, and Ms. Maureen Dovi be accepted with regrets.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
14. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:21.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
_______________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education
