CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Special Meeting – Tuesday, April 19, 2011
A special meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, April 19, 2011, at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, N.Y.
Present:
Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark,  Mr. Joseph Lyman, 

Mr. Paul Klinger, Ms. Alane Van Donsel


Absent:
Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate; Ms. Judi Riley

Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Cortland Standard Representative; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
2. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (on items on the agenda - individuals were requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).
a. Mr. John Natoli noted that the replies to the concerns of the April 5th meeting should have been on the web before today.  He also noted that he thought that a 7.9% tax levy increase was too excessive, and that more should be taken out of reserves.  He also inquired if line items from the budget would be made available, and questioned funds for the senior lounge and bleacher replacement.
3. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Approval of 2011-12 OCM BOCES Final Request for Services
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 2011-2012 BOCES Final Request for Services Contract as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of 2011-12 District Budget
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the proposed 2011-2012 budget in the amount of $44,402,675, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  In discussion, Ms. Van Donsel noted that with State aid cuts, it has been very difficult to close the budget gap, but that she was very disappointed that bridging the gap meant raising school taxes significantly.  She would be voting yes on the budget, but would like it noted that if any unforeseen money and/or negotiations circumstances change, we should look into giving money back to the taxpayers by lowering the percentage that we are asking.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Approval of Property Tax Report Card for 2011-12
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Property Tax Report Card for 2011-2012, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Mr. Young asked if there was anyone from the audience who would like to address the Board on items not on the agenda.  There were no requests.

5. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session at 7:08 PM to discuss the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 7:15 PM.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  

6. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to conduct, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 PM.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote: Yes – 6, No – 0.

____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

