CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, August 24, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Mr. Paul Klinger, Mr. Joseph Lyman, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:
Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark,


Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Cortland Standard Representative; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.   In Mr. Young’s  absence, Dr. Ten Kate called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM
2. BOARD WORKSHOP.  A Board Workshop, open to the public, was held from 6:00 to 7:12 PM regarding the Capital Project.
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Dr. Ten Kate recalled the regular meeting to order at 7:12 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There were no Kudos Korner recognitions.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports.  There were no reports from the Board.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

a. Operations Recognition Diploma Presentation.  Vietnam Veteran, David Treacy, was presented with his diploma under the Operations Recognition Program.   Mr. Spring asked the record to show that Mr. Treacy served in the U.S. Army from June 18, 1969 to January 4, 1971, and was honored with the National Defense and the Vietnam Service Medals. 
b. 4th Quarter Academic Report.  Mr. Spring reported on our 4th Quarter Academic results.  It was noted that State test scores have declined throughout Cortland and the State due to the State’s recalibration.   What we used to consider “Mastery” is the State’s new passing rate.  Attendance rates continue to be a concern throughout the District.  We continue to work with our drop-out rate and have had many success stories this year.  
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of August 3, 2010 Regular Meeting.
b. Financial Reports:  Appropriations, Revenues, Trial Balance, Intrafund Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, Warrants – July, 2010; Endowment/Trust Fund Balances – June, 2010.
c. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 8/5/10 (3) and 8/13/10 (1); District CSE Recommendations of 8/5 (1), 8/12 (1) and 8/13/10 (2); McEvoy CSE Recommendations of 8/12/10 (2).
d. MOU – CUT.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Code of Conduct Revision Approval

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the revisions to the Code of Conduct for 2010-11 as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  In discussion, it was noted that parents could contact the school if they wanted their children to wear seatbelts on the bus.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Reserve Fund Transfers
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education authorize funding the following reserves from undesignated, unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2010:  Retirement Contribution Reserve in the amount of $1,100,000; Unemployment Reserve in the amount of $50,000; and Accrued Benefit Liability Reserve in the amount of $665,000.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  In discussion, Mr. Martignetti and Mr. Spring explained these transfers follow the 5-year plan previously given to the Board for replenishing our reserve funds.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
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b. Bid Award for Hazardous Materials Project Monitoring and Air Sampling Services
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to award the bid for hazardous materials monitoring and air sampling services for the Cortland Enlarged City School District EXCEL Project to AECOM, Inc., as the lowest responsible bidder meeting specifications, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
c. Bid Award for Special Inspection and Testing Services
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to award the bid for special inspection and construction material testing services for the Cortland Enlarged City School District EXCEL Project to SBJ Services, Inc., as the lowest responsible bidder meeting specifications, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
d. Bid Award for Rubbish Collection and Removal

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to award the bid for rubbish collection and removal for the Cortland Enlarged City School for a two year period, September 1, 2010 through August 31, 2012 to Casella Waste Management, the lowest responsible bidder meeting the specifications, as presented.  In discussion it was asked if the local dump was used by Casella, and Mr. Martignetti advised he would check on this.  The importance of recycling was also noted.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.   
e. Final BOCES Services Contract for 2010-11

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Final BOCES Services Contract for 2010-11, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.   Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
f. BOCES Transportation Request for Special Ed Program

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the renewal of the Transportation Contract with OCM BOCES for the daytime transportation of special education students attending BOCES for therapeutic and/or program needs, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
g. BOCES Food Service Agreement

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Food Service Agreement with OCM BOCES for the 2010-11 school year, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
h. Surplus Equipment List dated August 18, 2010

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Surplus Equipment list of August 18, 2010, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Substitute Rates for Nurses for 2010-11

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the substitute rates for registered and licensed practical nurses for 2010-11 as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.   
b. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Revised Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.59.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
c. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1018 and 1019. Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
d. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2093, 2094, 2095 and 2096.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Update.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the year-to-date appropriations and revenues, the monthly claims report, and school lunch fund.
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES – August 24, 2010
Page Two
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services - 
1) Ms. Riley updated the Board on staffing, advising that due to some late retirements and resignation,  there are still 7 instructional vacancies to fill and 1 non-instructional.  All positions are posted and substitutes can apply as well as any others that are qualified and interested.  We are finding a very good candidate pool. 
c. Superintendent - 
1) Enrollment Update.  Mr. Spring explained that enrollments at Barry and Virgil are being watched closely and that for the past few weeks have stayed steady.  
2) Regarding the Federal Government allocation of additional monies to school districts, Mr. Spring advised that the State came out with a new State Aid Run for school districts this afternoon.  It is anticipated that there will be $524,000 for our district; however, we are still waiting for clarity on the rules for spending these funds.  He has heard that it must be spent on personnel in this school year, but is hoping that there will be some flexibility in the final rules.
(a) He also noted that the State had footnoted at the bottom of their report that they may be reducing our state aide allocation by a percentage at some point during the year.
3) New York State is a winner of the Race to the Top competition.  The State won approximately $7 million.  Mr. Spring noted that many media outlets are inaccurately reporting that this money could be used to offset State aid cuts to school districts, and it cannot be used for that.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW.  There were no additions to the next agenda.  Mr. Spring noted that we hoped to be receiving policies from Erie I BOCEs for the Policy Committee’s review soon.  Mr. Martignetti was asked when the Audit Committee would be meeting, and he advised they would meet in September.  It was asked when meetings would be scheduled at other buildings.  Mr. Spring advised that he would check with our Construction Managers to see when the best time would be.  
13. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Dr. Ten Kate asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.

_____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

