CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, September 14, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, September 14, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 

Mr. Paul Klinger, Mr. Joseph Lyman

Absent:
Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Cortland Standard Representative; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session, to discuss pending litigation.   Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Bordewll.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.  (Absent at this time:  Mr. Clark, and Mr. Klinger.)
The Executive Session adjourned at 6:52 PM.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  (Mr. Clark and Mr. Klinger in attendance.)
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There were no Kudos Korner recognitions.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  
1) Ms. Lori Megivern applauded Parker Elementary for being a Blue Ribbon School.
c. Board Member Reports – 
1) A Schedule of Events was distributed to Board Members to sign up for upcoming school events.
2) Mr. Young noted that Ms. Van Donsel had recently attended a Media Workshop sponsored by the NYS School Boards Association, and as she was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, would give a report at the next meeting.
3) Mr. Young advised that he had attended the Board Presidents’ Roundtable in Skaneateles, where a presentation was given on social media such as Twitter and Facebook and the positive effects they could have with communications skills in school.  Mr. Spring noted that we currently don’t allow access to the social media through our school network for either students or staff. 

5. PRESENTATIONS:
a. Opening of School Report.  Mr. Spring reported that overall the opening went well.  There were some issues with the 2-hour delay as it was a new concept this year.  There were also some Transportation and Guidance issues that needed to be worked out.  Construction sites were all buttoned up, clean, and safe.
1) Ms. Bordwell noted that she wanted to thank Mr. Vidulich for the nice Letter to the Editor.  Mr. Vidulich retired after over 35 years in the Guidance Department and 30 years of coaching.     
b. Capital Project Report.  Mr. Jim Mulherin, our Construction Manager, gave his first monthly update report, reviewing by map and pictures the work currently being done at Virgil, Randal, Parker, JSHS, and the athletic fields at the HS.  He noted that work at Smith and Barry wouldn’t begin until next summer.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of August 24, 2010 Regular Meeting.
b. Financial Reports:  Appropriations, Revenues, Trial Balance, Intrafund Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, Warrants – July, 2010; Endowment/Trust Fund Balances – July, 2010.
c. Approval of District CSE Recommendations of 8/30/10 (5), and McEvoy CSE Recommendations of 8/30/10 (1).
d. Personnel Agreement. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES – September 14, 2010
Page Two
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Agency Contract Approval (Center for Disability Services, Inc.)
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the agreements between Cortland Enlarged City School District and The Center for Disability Services, Inc. for direct student services, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of 5 Year Vehicle Lease Agreement for Snow Removal Equipment 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve a five year lease agreement with Municipal Leasing Consultants in the amount of $20,989.29 for the purpose of leasing two snow plow trucks and one sander truck for snow removal and year round use, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Building Condition Survey & Five Year Capital Facilities Plan
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the proposal for services from Tetra Tech Architects for their services in providing the Building Condition Survey and Five Year Capital Facilities Plan at a cost of $82,542, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  In discussion it was noted that this amount is 98% aidable and its completion would be advantageous for future building projects.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
d. Capital Project Change Order Authorization 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent of Schools to execute Capital Project Change Orders up to a value of $35,000, which is reasonable and customary given the total cost of the project, and the Superintendent shall report to the Board each and every authorization given under the authority of this resolution.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:
a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.60.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote: Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1020 and 1021.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule(s) of Appointment 2097, 2098, 2099.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion, it was reported that there was a high quality candidate pool for the Dean of Students position.  Mr. Spring also noted the great work of our Personnel Department and Principals to fill the late openings we had this year.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  Mr. Martignetti updated the Board on our appropriations and revenues, along with the monthly claims audit report for August, 2010. 
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services.  Ms. Riley reported that to date we have hired 14 new instructional positions, 3 of which were individuals that we were able to bring back.  We have two positions left to fill.  She also noted the high quality candidate pool for our open positions.
c. Superintendent -
1) Enrollment hasn’t changed a great deal as yet, but still watching closely.  We currently have 23 students misplaced.  He explained that misplaced student occur when classes are full and students must be sent to another building until space opens up.  

2) Parker Recognition.  Mr. Spring noted that there were only 18 other school districts in New York recognized as Blue Ribbon Schools, and less that 300 public schools in the Country.  The staff, students and Parker community are to be commended on this accomplishment. 
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
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12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW
a. Mr. Spring was asked if the Board could have a drop-out watch/status report.  
b. Recognition for Parker Elementary was discussed and is being planned.  Mr. Spring noted that Mr. Yard and two teachers would be going to Washington, D.C. to receive the award, and a representative from the Department of Education will be visiting Parker.  
13. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 PM.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes –6, No – 0.

_____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

