CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 16, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, November 16, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Paul Klinger (arrived at 7:00 PM), 

Mr. Joseph Lyman, Ms. Alane Van Donsel
Absent:
Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate

Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Cortland Standard Representative; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 6:19 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session at 6:19 PM, to discuss the financial and employment history of a particular corporation, and matters leading to the appointment, employment, or removal of a particular corporation.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 6:55 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 0.
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:02 PM, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There were no Kudos Korner recognitions.
b. Audience Participation.  There were no requests to address the Board from the audience.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) NYSSBA Reports.  Board members and Mr. Spring reported on workshops they attended on collaboration and community engagement, communications, model schools, and meeting organization.  Mr. Lyman noted that being a delegate to the NYSSBA Annual Meeting was a rewarding experience.
2) Yearbook Picture.  The picture originally scheduled for tonight was postponed until January 11, when it is hoped that all Board members could be in attendance.
3) Schedule Policy Committee Meetings.  Mr. Spring explained that draft policies have been received from Erie I BOCES, and that the Committee needs to get back together to start reviewing.  Mr. Klinger volunteered to be on the committee in Ms. Van Donsel’s place.  Mr. Spring advised that the many policies will be sorted by section, and then meetings will need to be scheduled to start reviewing.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

a. Cortland Public Education Foundation Grant Recipients.  Mr. Andrew Polley and Mr. Garry VanGorder presented grants totaling $6,000 to teachers in the District for innovative classroom and curriculum projects promoting educational excellence in students.  Mr. Young and Mr. Spring thanked them for the work the Foundation does to raise funds to support these programs.
b. Capital Project Update.  Mr. Jim Mulherin and Mr. Brian Domke gave an update of the work being done on our Capital Project at the JSHS and athletic fields, Virgil, Randall, and Parker.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of October 26, 2010 Regular Meeting.
b. Financial Reports:  Appropriations, Revenues, Trial Balance, Intrafund Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, Warrants – October, 2010.
c. Approval of CSE/CPSE Recommendations:  Parker – 10/7/10(1) and 11/2/10(2); Barry – 11/5/10(1-District), 11/9/10(1); Randall – 11/2/10 (1-District), 10/18/10(2), 10/25/10(1), 11/4/10(3), 11/5/10(2), 11/7/10(1) and 11/9/10(1);  Smith – 11/5/10(1); CCA – 11/8/10 (2); Virgil – 11/8/10(1); CPSE – 11/10/10 (6); JSHA – 10/26/10(1) and 10/28/10(2). 
d. Furniture Donation

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Klinger.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:  

a. Acceptance of Risk Assessment and Extra Classroom Activities Audits – Fiscal Year 2009-10

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Audit Committee, to accept the Risk Assessment and Extra Classroom Activities Audits from Kenneth R. Ziobrowski, Questar III BOCES, for the fiscal year 2009-10, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
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b. Acceptance of Independent Audit and Corrective Action Plan – Fiscal Year 2009-10.  Mr. Tom Zuber of Raymond F. Wager, CPA, PC, briefly summarized the findings of the audit discussed in full with the Audit Committee.  Mr. Lyman thanked Mr. Zuber for the time spent with the Audit Committee.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Audit Committee, to accept the Independent Audit and Corrective Action Plan from Raymond F. Wager, CPA, P.C., for the fiscal year 2009-2010, as presented.  Moved  by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  In discussion, Mr. Klinger asked for a copy of the Audit Committee’s Executive Summary.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
c. Approval of Budget Calendar for 2011-12
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 2011-12 Budget calendar as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
d. Approval of Post-Doctoral Licensure Supervision Agreement

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the agreement providing post-doctoral licensure supervision, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
e. Rescind Resolution of 5 Year Vehicle Lease Agreement for Snow Removal Equipment

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to rescind the resolution passed by the Board of Educated dated September 14, 2010 for a 5 Year Vehicle Lease Agreement for Snow Removal Equipment.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
f. Approval of Agreement with City of Cortland for Snow Removal and Salting
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the inter-municipal agreement with the City of Cortland for snow removal and salting at a cost not to exceed $40,388, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves.  None.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1026 and 1027.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION:  Resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2112, 2113 and 2114.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.
1) Financial Update.  Mr. Martignetti updated the Board on the status of our appropriations and revenues and reviewed the monthly claims report as of the end of October.

b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services.  No report.
c. Superintendent -
1) Mr. Spring updated the Board on Budget issues. He noted that a tax cap could hurt those with low tax rates already, that there may be a State aide cut mid-year this year, and that there will probably be a 1-1.5% cut in aid for next year.  There are tough times ahead for school districts.  

2) He also reviewed a Four-Point Plan from the New York School Finance Consortium to bring education costs under control:  the State must (1) freeze wages when state aid is frozen or reduced, (2) cap health insurance, (3) enact a new major pension reform, and (4) reduce the costs of special education.
3) Mr. Spring advised that there is a celebratory event at Parker Elementary tomorrow morning.  Representatives of the Blue Ribbon Program will be there from Washington to present a flag and plaque to Parker school.  He invited Board members to attend.

11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW.  There were no changes or additions requested.
13. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to conduct, Mr. Young called for a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:10 PM.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
_____________________________________
Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

