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CORTLAND ENLARGED CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Meeting – Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.
Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland NY
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at the Kaufman Center, 
1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, New York.

Present:  Mr. Donald Colongeli, Ms. Melissa Davis-Howard, Ms. Janet Griffin, Mr. John Natoli, Mr. William Stark, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:  Mr. William Young, Ms. Peg Baccaro

Also Present:  Mr. Michael Hoose, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Ms. Susan Bridenbecker, Director Business Services; Cortland Standard Representative; School and Community Representatives; Ms. Cindy Dann, Clerk Pro tem
6:12 – 6:35 p.m. – Board Budget Workshop

1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
Ms. Van Donsel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
2. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner
1) National Board Certification – Nicholas Kline
Mr. Nicholas Kline, PE teacher at Parker Elementary School was recognized as recently achieving the coveted status of National Board certification.  To achieve this status teachers must complete a rigorous process of assessments, analysis and written exercises from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards that can take up to three years.  Mr. Kline accepted a certificate with thanks and provided a brief explanation of the five core prepositions that form the foundation and frame for accomplished teaching.  Mr. Hoose added that Mr. Kline is the fifth teacher in the district to achieve this accomplishment.  The other four teachers are Ms. Megivern, Ms. Avery, Ms. Brown and Ms. Tellaeche.
b. Audience Participation – There were no requests to address the Board 

c. Board Member Reports

1) Discussion – Driver Education 

Mr. Hoose provided a handout with a four-year history of Driver Education in the district.  The board discussed the idea of bringing back driver education for course credit, but Mr. Hoose explained that it is too late for 2013-14; however, he will look into it for the following school year.  Mr. Hoose stated the district offered the course for a fee the past three summers, and that the board has not decided what to do for this summer.  It was explained that students also can take driver education for a fee through OCM BOCES.  Paying for the course means it cannot count as course credit.  Ms. Griffin asked if it was possible to look into providing this for next summer as a .5 credit course as there are many students that could benefit from the credit.  Mr. Natoli asked if this course provided all the necessary hours for a student to obtain their license.  Mr. Hoose did not have the answer, however recognized that there were driver education instructors in the audience and asked if anyone could provide that answer.  Mr. Jeff Lacey stated to obtain a certificate from driver’s education course, a student must attend 24 hours of theory and 24 hours of driving.  NYS requests 50 driving hours logged.  Ms. Davis-Howard said some students cannot afford to pay for the course at BOCES, which is why the board explored having the course for credit again.  Ms. Van Donsel thanked everyone for their participation in the conversation.

2) BOE Facilities committee Report
Mr. Stark provided an update regarding the February 14, 2013 meeting.  The committee discussed close-out items from the current project and created lists of items that still need to be completed.  Also discussed, was the roofing project which has been submitted to SED for approval.  Bids will go out upon approval and will be prioritized by need.

3) COSBA CNYSBA Annual Legislative Breakfast

Ms. Van Donsel reminded members of the upcoming CNYSBA Annual Legislative Breakfast rescheduled for March 9, 8-11 a.m. at Westhill High School.  Board members who wish to attend submitted completed forms to Ms. Dann.
4) BOE Policy Committee Update
Mr. Natoli reported that the committee met this evening reviewing the cross reference list and recommendations from Erie 1 BOCES.  Mr. Natoli stated that Erie 1 BOCES is recommending that the entire policy manual be reviewed before adopting the policy manual.  This will take more work and time to complete.  
5) Acknowledge Receipt of Report of Examination for Period of June 1, 2011 to July 9, 2012 from 
       the Office of the New York State Comptroller
Ms. Van Donsel acknowledged the receipt of the CECSD Report of Examination for Period of June 1, 2011 to July 9, 2012 from the Office of the New York State Comptroller.  Members have received copies, and the document has been reviewed by the Audit Committee as reported at the February 12 meeting. 
3. PRESENTATIONS:

a. Cortland Public Education Foundation Awards
Ms. Van Donsel stated the Board is extremely grateful for the work that the Foundation does to support innovative classroom and curriculum projects.  Ms. Kellyann O’Mara, Treasurer of the Cortland Public Education Foundation was invited to speak.  Ms. O’Mara mentioned the Foundation is always looking for board members if anyone is interested and introduced two grant recipients:  Ms. Sharon Phetteplace, Vocal Music CJSHS/Virgil and Ms. Heidi Shelley, Vocal Music Randall.  Ms. Shelley along with a group of 3rd graders from Randall Elementary School, entertained the audience by singing and playing the xylophones that were purchased with grant funds.  The xylophones aid in teaching children a sense of tonality.  Ms. Phetteplace along with 5th & 6th graders from Virgil Elementary School entertained the audience by playing the authentic West African drums purchased with grant funds.  The drums help children sing, play, improvise,  listen, compose, evaluate and read music and learn first-hand how music relates to other disciplines.

b. Parent Engagement – Parker School
Mr. Yard, Principal Parker Elementary, Ms. Robin Cataldo, Parker PTO President along with eight Parker Elementary teachers and parents entertained the Board with an in-depth Power Point presentation regarding the school’s parent engagement program.  The group said they focus on efforts to improve attendance and academic success by making parents a larger part of school.  Parents and teachers noted increasing participation as each event unfolds including the “Welcome Back to School” barbeque which had a line of parents and students to the street!  The parents promote 95% attendance for all students.  If a student falls below 93% attendance, the group sends a letter to the student’s family offering to help.  

c. 2nd Quarter Academic Report
Ms. Kaup began the second quarter academic report by sharing data on elementary progress.  She presented charts reflecting data gathered from report card grades showing percent passing, percent with mastery, and percent failing ELA, math, social studies, science and health.  The slide presentation included charts tracking the benchmark progress using data collection and comparisons from the same marking period from years 2008-09 through present and comparing first quarter to second quarter.  In addition Ms. Kaup reported on elementary attendance, comparing students with 85% or better and 90% or better attendance to last year at the same time.  There was some discussion regarding attendance.  

Mr. Santoro first thanked members for approving the trip to France and Spain.  The students and staff had an absolutely wonderful time and it was an experience they will never forget.  

Mr. Santoro reported on the academic progress for grades 7-12.  He presented charts reflecting passing and mastery (85% or greater) in all core subjects, comparing data from the second quarter for the last five years as reference.  The data are used to target students that are at-risk.  For those students, guidance, parent, teachers and the student work together to put academic action plans in place.  Mr. Santoro noted that the increase of failures from quarter one to quarter two is concerning, but somewhat expected as the students are into the core of the subject matter.  Members mentioned that they would like to see data by course in addition to grade level.  

Mr. Natoli asked if advisory is the same as homeroom and would it be better if advisory and period one were switched.  Mr. Santoro advised that a survey has been completed by staff members regarding attendance.  Administrators are reviewing the results.  Ms. Griffin asked if it was mandatory for students at risk to attend the study tables and Mr. Santoro explained that it is highly encouraged, but not mandatory.  Mr. Santoro explained that there is an increased effort to reduce the drop-out rates.
4. CONSENT ITEM:

a. Minutes of February 12, 2013 Regular Meeting

b. CSE/CPSE Recommendations

607000726, 607000430, 607000608, 610316631, 610330865, 610241557, 610308397,  607000125, 610350593, 610273192, 607000062, 610371724, 610323993, 607000179,  610343124, 610319179, 610329392, 610350920, 610392014, 607000399, 607000458,  607000219, 610392442, 610273315, 607000096, 607000395, 610327908, 610265253
Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  Discussion.  None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

5. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. 2nd Reading Erie I BOCES Policy Revisions to Section 4000 Administration

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to accept the 2nd Reading of proposed changes to Section 4000 Administration, for the following policies as recommended by Erie I BOCES, and the Board of Education Policy Committee:


4110
Administrative Personnel


4210
Administrative Organization and Operation


4220
Administrative Authority


4230
District Committees


4310
Superintendent of Schools


4320
Superintendent-Board of Education Relations


4410
Professional Development Opportunities


4420
Compensation and Related Benefits

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion.  None
Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 1 (Colongeli).  Motion Carried.
6. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Financial Reports:  Treasurer’s Report, Trial Balance, Revenues, Intrafund Transfers, Appropriations, Warrant, Claims Monthly Report – December 2012 and Extra Classroom Activity Fund Quarterly Reports December 31, 2012

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve Financial Reports dated December, 2012 as presented.

Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion.  None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
b. Approve Participation in Local Government Efficiency Program Grant
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve authorization for OCM BOCES to apply for the Local Government Efficiency Grant Program with the Cortland Enlarged City School District as a Co-Applicant as presented.
Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  Discussion:  Ms. Griffin asked for confirmation of the cost to our district.  Mr. Hoose confirmed the cost of $5000.00 is being split equally by nine districts which will be $555.55. 
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
c. Approve Surplus Auction Bid Awards
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $3,550.00 for a 2002 Freightliner/Thomas bus #7, VIN 4UZAAWAK62CJ60255, 18 passenger/2WC.  The high bidder was Philip Benowitz, P&B Auto Sales of Brooklyn, NY through their bid on the Auctions International website.

Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Colongeli.  Discussion:  Mr. Natoli asked if all bid awards could be approved together and Mr. Hoose explained it was prepared this way to avoid re-doing all items if one didn’t work out.

  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $6,500.00 for a 2002 Thomas MVP 66 passenger Saf-T-Liner bus #8, VIN 1T7HN4B2621121545.  The high bidder was Abdul Chaudhry, Kwality Auto Group, Paterson, NJ through their bid on the Auctions International website..

Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Mr. Colongeli.  Discussion.  None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools,  that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $6,400.00 for a 2002 Thomas MVP 66 passenger Saf-T-Liner bus #9, VIN 1T7HN4B2821121546.   The high bidder was Richard Blair, Blair’s Bus Service, Maryville, Tennessee through their bid on the Auctions International website.

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Colongeli.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $8,700.00 for a 2004 Freightliner/Thomas 65 passenger bus #10, VIN 4UZAAXCS34CL82306.  The high bidder was Omar Valles, 1101 Via De La Amistad, San Diego, CA through their bid on the Auctions International website.

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Colongeli.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $8,200.00 for a 2004 Freightliner/Thomas 65 passenger bus #12, VIN  4UZAAXCS44CL82329.  The high bidder was Omar Valles of San Diego, CA through their bid on the Auctions International website.

Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $860.00 for a 2002 Chrysler Voyager van #145, VIN 1C8GJ25322B658967.  The high bidder was Meghan Sues, One Stop Buy & Sell, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY through their bid on the Auctions International website.
Moved by Mr. Colongeli, seconded by Ms. Davis-Howard.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $870.00 2003 Chrysler Voyager LX van #146, VIN  1C8GJ25393B233148.  The high bidder was Meghan Sues, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY through their bid on the Auctions International website.

Moved by Mr. Colongeli, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion.  Mr. Stark asked what account the revenue is posted to once received.  Ms. Bridenbecker stated the money is posted as revenue in general funds.  Mr. Natoli asked if a thank you note could be sent to Mr. Littlefield thanking him for the nice job in getting these items out for bid and sold.  Mr. Hoose  will do this.  This process netted the district over $35,000.
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
7. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule 11.05.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1082 and 1083.

Moved by Mr. Colongeli, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2228 and 2229.

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
8. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations - None

b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Service 

1) School Health Systems Improvement Plan Project – Ms. Riley mentioned that at a prior meeting, an inquiry was received from a board member about district involvement with the School Health Systems Improvement Plan with Ms. Jeanette Dippo and her class at SUNY Cortland.  Ms. Riley mentioned that the district has a long history of working with Ms. Dippo through her career with the district as well as in her role at the college as professor.  By combining the work of students at the college and the expertise of Ms. Dippo as we move forward with this collaboration, we are certainly in a good position to benefit.  A handout providing an overview of the project was distributed to members.  Ms. Riley acknowledged Ms. Jill Pace as taking the lead in this project and that this will be incorporated into the district Health and Wellness Committee work.  The committee will report back to members when more information is available including if we are accepted.
c. Superintendent 

1) Draft Calendar 2013-14 – Mr. Hoose explained that the district tries to match the calendar to the BOCES draft calendar.  Mr. Hoose noted three half days for professional development have been added to the calendar.  Ms. Griffin appreciates the forward thinking in setting up the calendar. 
9. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  There were  no requests to address the Board.
10. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

The following items were added to the March 12 meeting agenda:

· Driver Education

· 2013-14 Calendar for Approval

Ms. Griffin mentioned that the Board of Education meets at 6:00 p.m. for a Budget workshop prior to Board of Education meetings and it is open to the public – come on down!

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Ms. Van Donsel called for an Executive Session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person.  

Moved by Mr. Colongeli, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
The Executive Session adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  Discussion.   None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
12. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to discuss, Mr. Van Donsel asked for a motion to adjourn.

Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Ms. Davis-Howard.  No further discussion.
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 
_________________________________________


Ms. Cindy Dann, Clerk Pro tem






