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CORTLAND ENLARGED CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Meeting – Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland NY
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at the Kaufman Center, 
1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, New York.

Present:  Mr. Donald Colongeli, Ms. Melissa Davis-Howard, Ms. Janet Griffin, Mr. John Natoli, Mr. William Stark, Ms. Alane Van Donsel and Mr. William Young 

Also Present:  Mr. Michael Hoose, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Ms. Susan Bridenbecker, Director Business Services; Cortland Standard Representative; School and Community Representatives; Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk

6:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Board Budget Workshop

1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Ms. Van Donsel called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
2. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a.  Kudos Korner

1.) Ms. Jennifer Rafferty – DonorsChoose.org Charity Award Recipient

Ms. Jennifer Rafferty, Jr.-Sr. High School general music teacher, was recognized as an award recipient of the DonorsChoose.org Charity.  Ms. Rafferty applied for and received an award from the online charity, to purchase new choir bells for the general music classes.  Ms. Rafferty was presented a Certificate of Extraordinary Achievement for the “extraordinary effort” she put forth to ensure her students had the tools to succeed in her class.  Ms. Rafferty and a group of her students entertained the Board with a bell choir performance. 
b. Audience Participation – There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports

1.) Reminders:  Ms. Van Donsel reminded members of the following upcoming events:
a. April 11, 2013 – OCM BOCES Annual Meeting, 6:00 p.m., McEvoy Campus

b. April 22, 2013 (Monday) – Regular Meeting 
c. April 25, 2013 (Thursday) – Special Meeting to Accept Bid Awards

d. May 1, 2013 – Board Candidate Petitions are due to the Board Clerk

e. May 7, 2013 – Public Budget Hearing, JSHS Auditorium

f. May 13, 2013 – Meet the Candidates, JSHS Auditorium

2.) Proposed Summer Meeting Schedule:  Ms. Van Donsel asked members to review the proposed summer meeting dates and notify Ms. Baccaro of any conflicts. 

a. Tuesday, July 2 – Organizational and Regular Meeting

b. Tuesday, August 6 – Regular Meeting (first Tuesday)
c. Tuesday, August 20 – Regular Meeting (third Tuesday)
3. PRESENTATIONS:  

a. 2013-14 Proposed Budget Presentation


Mr. Hoose presented the proposed 2013-14 Budget scheduled to go before the public for vote on May 21, 2013.  He gave a PowerPoint presentation reviewing the three components of the budget:  program (75.45%), administrative (9.8%), and capital (14.74%).  Next, he reviewed the major categories of expense:  salaries and benefits ($33.38 m), BOCES ($4.45 m), contractual services ($3.38 m), supplies and equipment (1.07 m) and debt services and other ($3.03 m).  Thirdly, he reviewed the revenue budget: state aid ($24.54 m), use of fund balance and revenues ($3.47), other revenues ($1.29 m) and property tax ($16.02 m).  The Board is proposing putting a total budget of $45,329,626 to the public, a 2.9% increase in the tax levy, with no job cuts.  Mr. Hoose has scheduled two after-school budget presentations to staff on April 24.  In addition, he is planning to share the proposed budget with local community groups.  He thanked members and administrators for their work during the lengthy budget development process. 
4. CONSENT ITEMS:

a. Minutes of March 26, 2013 Regular Meeting

b. CSE/CPSE Recommendations (Committee on Special Education/Committee on Pre-school Special Education):

607000468, 610338808, 607000770, 610289445, 610259046, 610380835, 607000402,  10366729, 610295850, 610305424, 607000827, 610356999, 610305679, 607000730, 607000612, 610264641, 610375929, 607000538, 610295428, 610354497, 610327671, 610298186, 610282883, 610253538, 610308396, 610385846, 610342287, 610261878, 610359072, 610323632, 610364130, 607000625, 610317783, 607000652, 610289443, 610281203, 607000777, 610363271, 610293747, 610264307
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Consent Items as presented.


Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Young.  

Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 1 (Colongeli). Motion Carried. 
5. OLD BUSINESS:  There was no Old Business to conduct this evening.
6. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Approval of 2013-14 District Budget

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the proposed 2013-2014 budget in the amount of $45,329,626 as presented.

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 1 (Colongeli).  Motion Carried. 

b. Approval of Property Tax Report Card for 2013-14 - Tabled
c. Approval of Interoperable Communications System Agreement

RESOLVED,  upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Interoperable Communications System Agreement between Cortland Enlarged City School District and  the County of Cortland as presented.

Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  Mr. Hoose explained that the County had obtained grants to purchase the upgraded CCICS communication system.  They will provide the District with one portable radio to be located in the transportation office.  CCICS is a system for providing emergency communication services coordinated and operated by the County.
Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

d. Discussion:  Board Newsletter 


Ms. Van Donsel shared that, in an effort to broaden communication with staff and the community, members had drafted a newsletter.  They will schedule a work session to finalize the newsletter.
7. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule 11.08.  

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion:  None.

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments – None

c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2233.

Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  Discussion:  None.

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

8. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations - None
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Service

Ms. Riley reported that recruitment is now underway.  She, along with a team of Cortland administrators, will attend the Central NY Teacher Recruitment Days April 18-19 at SUNY Cortland.  In addition, she will attend one in the Rochester area.
c. Superintendent – None
9. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  There were no requests to address the Board.
10. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

· The Board Policy Review Committee will report at the next meeting.
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Ms. Van Donsel called for an Executive Session at 7:37 p.m. to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Ms. Davis-Howard.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

12. ADJOURNMENT


As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Van Donsel asked for a motion to adjourn the Regular meeting at 8:15 p.m.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Ms. Davis-Howard.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

_________________________________________


Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk






