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CORTLAND ENLARGED CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Meeting – Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.
Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland NY
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at the Kaufman Center, 

1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, New York.

Present:  Mr. Donald Colongeli, Ms. Melissa Davis-Howard, Ms. Janet Griffin, Mr. John Natoli,
Mr. William Stark, Mr. William Young and Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Also Present:  Mr. Michael Hoose, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Ms. Susan Bridenbecker, Director Business Services; School and Community Representatives; Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Ms. Van Donsel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Ms. Van Donsel called for a moment of silence to recognize the passing of Mr. Richard Calale, retired math teacher, and Mrs. Katherine Duca, retired secretary Randall Elementary.

2. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner
1) SkillsUSA Competition

The Board presented Megan Howard with a Certificate of Extraordinary Achievement for placing first in the Nursing Assistant category in the recent SkillsUSA competition.  SkillsUSA, a national nonprofit organization, serves teachers and high school and college students who are preparing for careers in trade, technical and skilled service occupations, including health occupations. 
2) HOSA (Health Occupation Students of America) Spring Conference
The Board offered congratulations and Certificates of Extraordinary Achievement to the following students for their achievements at the HOSA Spring Conference:  Miranda Karn and Tanya Shevchuk, First Place Career Health; Devon Tennant, Second Place Medical Spelling; and Nicole Kenyon, Second Place Extemporaneous Writing.  The purpose of the HOSA organization is to develop leadership and technical skill competencies through a program of motivation, awareness and recognition, which is an integral part of the Health Science Technology Education instruction program.    
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda - There were not requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports
1.) Reminders: 
a. Canceled May 13, 2013 – Meet the Candidates, JSHS Auditorium

b. May 21, 2013 Budget Vote / Election – The canvass of votes begins at 9:00 p.m. at the Kaufman Center
2.) CNYSBA Annual Meeting Welch Allyn Lodge, Skaneateles – May 22, 2013 - Members received a flyer on this annual event.  Mr. Hoose will attend to represent the District.
3.) Discussion of School Events Calendar – Members received an end-of-year events calendar in their Board packets.  They were asked to note events they planned to attend and return the calendar to Ms. Baccaro to summarize.
4.) Discussion of Standardized Testing – Ms. Davis-Howard began the discussion on Standardized Testing asking the Board to consider a resolution against Standardized State Testing for our district.  Her reasons:  drains money from your classroom, tests have no bearing on our children’s education, they take time from instruction, and teachers are being evaluated on results before they have had an opportunity to integrate the common core into instruction.  Children are feeling pressure that their teachers are being judged by how well they do on these tests.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Ms. Davis-Howard shared a resolution drafted by Baldwinsville School District.  The purpose of the resolution is to make a statement and to send a message to Albany and the federal government to reexamine public school accountability systems.
5.) Discussion of Board Resolution Recognizing Teacher and School Staff Appreciation Week - Ms. Van Donsel provided members with a draft resolution that would formally recognize the District’s teachers and school staff during staff appreciation week.   Ms. Van Donsel proposed the Board add the resolution to the May 2014  Board agenda planning calendar.  All members agreed.
6.) Distribute Board Self Appraisal – Each member received a Board Self Appraisal form to complete and return to Ms. Baccaro by Tuesday, May 21.
3. PRESENTATIONS:  None
4. CONSENT ITEMS:
a. Minutes of April 22, 2013 Regular Meeting

b. Minutes of May 7, 2013 Public Budget Hearing

c. CSE/CPSE (Committee on Special Education/Committee on Pre-school Special Education) Recommendations

610235321, 607000969, 610365275, 610289445, 610273496, 610279817, 607000123, 607000638, 610375288, 610261569, 607000457, 610328939, 610251613, 607000957, 607000919, 610362612, 607000628, 607000128, 610365056, 610295428, 610350606, 610295811, 607000145, 610273505, 607000446, 610384726, 610310071, 610283325, 610349951, 607000922, 610373829, 610253544, 607000130, 610319179, 610351540, 607000399, 607000769, 610361655, 610294413, 610345996, 610295866, 610350591, 607000647, 607000008, 607000857, 610349468, 607000960, 607000395, 610382604, 610270446, 610293747, 610264307, 610295915, 610241757, 610326113

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Consent Items as presented.


Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 
5. OLD BUSINESS:  None.
6. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Rescind Acceptance of Surplus Auction Bid Award
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby rescinds the bid of $820.00 for a 2003 Chrysler Voyager LX van #146, VIN  1C8GJ25393B233148.  Andrew Hall, PO Box 205, Delphi Falls NY, 13206 through his bid on the Auctions International website failed to honor the bid.


Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

b. Approval of Surplus Auction Bid Awards

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $830.00 for a 2003 Chrysler Voyager LX van #146, VIN  1C8GJ25393B233148.  The high bidder was Emma Martinez of Yonkers, NY through her bid on the Auctions International website.


Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education for the Cortland Enlarged City School District hereby accept the bid of $820.00 for a 2002 Chrysler Voyager van #145, VIN 1C8GJ25322B658967.  The high bidder was Kenneth J. Pipik of Endwell, NY through his bid on the Auctions International website.


Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

c. Approval of the Section III Combined Cortland-Homer Varsity Boys Ice Hockey Team for 2013-14

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the continuation of the Section III Combined Cortland-Homer Varsity Ice Hockey team for 2013-14 Winter Season as presented.


Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 
d. Approval of the Combined Cortland-Homer Varsity Boys Ice Hockey Agreement for 2013-14

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Combined Cortland-Homer Varsity Boys Ice Hockey Agreement for the 2013-14 School Year as presented.


Moved by Mr. Natoli, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

e. Approval of Appointment of Impartial Hearing Officer Mindy Wolman, Esq.

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Appointment of Impartial Hearing Officer Mindy Wolman, Esq., as presented.


Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Griffin.   Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0, Abstain – 1 (Colongeli).  Motion Carried. 

f. Approval of Appointment of Impartial Hearing Officer Craig Tessler, Esq.

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Appointment of Impartial Hearing Officer Craig Tessler, Esq., as presented.  Discussion:  None

Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

g. Approval of Private School Transportation Requests for 2013-14
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Private School Transportation Requests for 2013-14 as presented.


Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Young.  Under Discussion Mr. Stark asked if the District had investigated combining services with neighboring districts to cut costs.  Mr. Hoose responded that he would investigate and report back to the Board.

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

h. Approval of Dedication Plaque – Colonel Arnald D. Gabriel Band Hall

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Dedication Plaque for Colonel Arnald D. Gabriel Band Hall as presented.


Moved by Mr. Colongeli, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  Members asked who would be covering the cost of the plaque.  Board policy does not state who is responsible; therefore, members chose to table this item until costs were determined.

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

i. Acceptance of Revised Scholarship Donation from JP Morgan Chase

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Revised Scholarship Donation from JP Morgan Chase from $1,000 to $750 as presented.


Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion:  None


Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

j. Approval of the Renewal Proposal by Cayuga Medical Center of Ithaca for Athletic Training Services for 2013-14

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Renewal Proposal by Cayuga Medical Center of Ithaca for Athletic Training Services for 2013-14, as presented.

Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Griffin.  Under discussion members questioned if this service went out for bid.  Ms. Bridenbecker responded no as this is a service agreement.  She noted that Mr. Johnson, Athletic Director, has worked very hard to keep the costs of this service flat.  When the services were contracted several years ago, there was at a significant savings.  The District has been very pleased with Cayuga Medical’s consistent, reliable service.  
Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0, Abstain – 1 (Colongeli). Motion Carried. 

7. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule 11.10.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  The retirements of Constance Starmer (twenty-seven years of service), Erwin Adam (twenty-six years of service) and Barbara Toomey (twenty-one years of service) were accepted with regret.

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 1088.


Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  None


Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2236.


Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Stark.  Discussion:  None


Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion Carried. 

8. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations
Ms. Bridenbecker shared that Cortland County had notified her that they had received a check pertaining to Greek Peak/Hope Lake taxes.  The County will be calculating the tax impact based upon the recent sale.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Service – No report.
c. Superintendent
1) Capital Project Change Order Review

Mr. Hoose reviewed Change Orders GC-049, GC-050, and EC-042.  There were questions regarding GC-049 and why this was not included in the original bid.  Mr. Hoose will ask Mr. Mulherin, Lend Lease, to join us for the next meeting to review change order questions.
2) TC3 College Now Partnership

Mr. Hoose shared that he had received notice that seven Cortland seniors will receive associate’s degrees, while still in high school, through the CollegeNow partnership with TC3.
9. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
Ms. Amy Clark, Cortland teacher and parent, applauded the Board for considering a resolution to bring about change in standardized testing.  She stated that the evolution of Standardized Testing is frightening to her as a teacher and a parent, and it gives her great hope, and would raise the morale of all teachers should the Board adopt a resolution.

10. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW
Board members agreed to hold an executive session at 6:00 p.m. on May 28 to review the Superintendent’s evaluation.
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION


In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Ms. Van Donsel called for an Executive Session at 8:25 p.m. to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person.  

Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  

Moved by Ms. Griffin, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

12. ADJOURNMENT


As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Van Donsel asked for a motion to adjourn the Regular meeting at 9:25 p.m.  

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  None

Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

_________________________________________


Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk






