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CORTLAND ENLARGED CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Special Meeting – Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland NY
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, New York.

Present:  Ms. Melissa Davis-Howard, Ms. Janet Griffin, Mr. John Natoli, Mr. William Stark, 

Ms. Alane Van Donsel and Mr. William Young
Also Present:  Mr. Michael Hoose, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Ms. Susan Bridenbecker, Director Business Services; School and Community Representatives; and Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk

Absent:  Mr. Donald Colongeli 
1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Ms. Van Donsel called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
2. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Discussion on Non-resident Tuition Rates


Mr. Hoose led the discussion on non-resident tuition rates.  He provided a chart comparing Cortland’s tuition rates from the 2007-08 school year to present along with the rates of neighboring districts.  The chart reflected Cortland’s rates increasing by $500 yearly from 2009-10 to 2011-12 with no increase in 2012-13.  Three neighboring districts do not accept tuition students, and others use the state formula to calculate tuition.   Mr. Hoose shared that currently attending Cortland and paying tuition are six non-resident students in foster care, and twelve non-resident students attending from various districts.  The District does not charge tuition for thirteen children of non-resident staff members, nor six non-resident seniors who moved during their senior year.   In addition we have five non-resident students whose parents are Cortland School District taxpayers--their taxes are deducted from the tuition rate.  

Members discussed various ways to phase-in an increase in tuition to bring it up to the state recommended rate.  The suggestions included: (1) implementing the state rate for all tuition students, and (2) implementing the state rate for new tuition students, and grandfathering current tuition students.  Current tuition students would see a $500 increase yearly until they reach the state rate.  Consensus was to implement suggestion two, the state rate for new tuition students, and grandfather current tuition students. 
3. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION:  RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule 11.13.  


Moved by Mr. Stark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Discussion:  Ms. Sue Long’s retirement as cook 
manager was accepted with thanks and regret.

Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

b. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION:  RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2243.

Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Davis-Howard.  Discussion:  Members applauded and welcomed Mr. Peter Reyes, incoming Barry Principal, who was in the audience.  

Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

Mr. Reyes shared that he is very excited to join the Cortland team.  He comes to Cortland from the Fayetteville-Manlius School District as Wellwood Middle School’s Assistant Principal.  Mr. Hoose expressed his support of Mr. Reyes’ appointment, and offered kudos to the selection committee and Mrs. Riley for their hard work and hours of preparation during the selection process.
4. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  There were no requests to address the Board.
5. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

· QUESTAR III Audit - Mr. Stark asked for a discussion of the QUESTAR III audit, and also recommended a live audit of the 12-13 payroll (at no charge since QUESTAR did not provide one last year).  Ms. Bridenbecker responded that QUESTAR has indicated that an on-site audit is scheduled for early fall.
· Downtown Tax Abatement - further discussion
6. ADJOURNMENT


Ms. Van Donsel asked those attending the NYSSBA Conference, to choose which breakfast meeting they preferred, Small Cities or Rural Schools.  Members will be enrolled per their preference.
Ms. Davis-Howard encouraged Board members to read a book authored by TC3 sociology professor Jeanne Cameron.  The book, Canaries Reflect on the Mine:  Dropouts’ Stories of Schooling, is based on interviews with twelve young people who dropped out of Cortland High School.  Ms. Cameron’s research includes students who do not fit the stereotype of high school dropouts (not those typically considered at risk), and points out that the findings apply to all schools, not just Cortland.  


As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Van Donsel asked for a motion to adjourn the Regular special at 6:34 p.m.

Moved by Ms. Davis-Howard, seconded by Mr. Natoli.  Discussion:  none

Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  Motion Carried. 

_________________________________________


Ms. Margaret Baccaro, Clerk






