CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 23, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young (arrived at 6:05 PM), Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, 

Mr. Sean Clark, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel, Mr. Joseph Lyman 


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Art Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session, in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss the employment history of particular persons.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  The Executive Session adjourned at 7:08 PM.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:12 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:
1) High School Art Teacher Brookley Spanbauer was recognized by the Board for being named as Volunteer of the Year by Cortland Loaves & Fishes for her outstanding efforts in support of their annual Empty Bowls Fundraising Dinner.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Lori Megivern, CUT President, addressed the Board requesting that the Board hold off on their approval of the 2010-11 calendar tonight and review options other than starting before Labor Day. 

2) Ms. Ann Doyle asked if tonight’s meeting agenda was posted on our website and was advised yes.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) OCM BOCES Annual Meeting – April 7, 2010.  Ms. Hoeschele advised that Mr. Martignetti will be attending this event to represent the District as Mr. Spring will be giving a budget presentation to the Randall and Smith PTA’s on that night.   If there is anyone else who would like to attend, they should let Ms. Dorn know as soon as possible.  
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
a. Barry Garden Club.  The Barry Elementary Garden Club presented information about their development of the Barry school and community garden.    
b. Budget Presentation.  Mr. Martignetti gave an overview of the proposed 2010-11 Budget in the amount of $40,905,342.  He advised that the proposed budget represents a 1.13 decrease from last year’s budget and a 5% tax levy increase.  He summarized the budget components, comparing them to our current budget, reviewed areas of significant change, and reviewed the tax levy history for the past 10 years.  He explained that to fill the $4 million gap in this year’s budget, they are proposing $1.45 million in budget reductions, using $1.85 million in reserves, and $700,000 gained by a 5% tax levy increase.   Mr. Spring explained that there is legislation in the works that will require a contingency budget to have no increase.  As our budget proposal is lower than the contingent would be, if our budget gets voted down, the contingent budget would be the same as our proposed budget as we are already below the contingent amount of a zero increase.
1) Ms. Hoeschele asked if there was any news from Albany.  Mr. Spring advised that the State Senate Democrats seem to be leaning towards the Governor’s view that deep cuts need to come from education this year.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of March 9, 2010 Regular Meeting.

b. Financial Reports – February, 2009:  Appropriations, Revenue, Trial Balance, Intra-fund Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, Warrants.

c. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 3/9; CSE Recommendations as follows:  2/24 and 2/15/10 (McEvoy), 3/9 and 3/16/10 (Barry), 3/4, 3/9, 3/11, 3/12 and 3/15/10 (Randall), 2/23 and 3/2/10 (Parker), 3/2, 3/3, 3/4, 3/8 and 3/9/10 (JSHS).

d. MOA – CUT.

e. Health & Welfare Services Agreements – Ithaca City School District.

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
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7. OLD BUSINESS:  
a. Approval of Faculty/Student Calendar for 2010-11

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 2010-11 Faculty/Student Calendar as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  After discussion, it was decided to rescind the first resolution and table action on this item until the next meeting.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Approval of Bond Resolution and Notice of Annual Meeting, defining Public Budget Hearing, Polling Locations, Voter Registration Day, and Publication of Notice of Annual Meeting  

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Bond Resolution and Notice of Annual Meeting, defining the Budget Public Hearing Date, Polling Locations, Voter Registration Day, and Publication of Notice of Annual Meeting, as presented.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.5.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1009 and 1010.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2071, 2072, and 2073.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Update.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the status of appropriations and revenues for this year as of February 28, 2010.  
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services -
1) Ms. Riley advised the Board that elementary summer school planning has started that recommendations will be brought to the Board in May.  Also noted was a change in the location this year from Randall to Smith due to the construction schedule.  
c. Superintendent -
1) Mr. Spring noted that the 55/25 legislation is at the Pension Sub-Committee, and then it will go to Ways and Means.  There is no way to know if it will go through quickly or get bogged down.  It is hoped that the decision would be made soon as it will have some impact to our budget in the number of staff that will be impacted.  We are hoping to accommodate most cuts through attrition, and that depends heavily on this legislation.  
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).

a. Ms. Megivern thanked the Board for their decision to further review the calendar for 2010-11.

12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW.  The agenda for the next meeting was not discussed.
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  Ms. Hoeschele called an Executive Session at 7:49 PM, in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss the employment history of particular persons.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

The Executive Session adjourned at 8:30 PM.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

14. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 PM.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
___________________________________
Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

