CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Monday, May 11, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 

Mr. Joseph Lyman, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate (arrived at 8:02 PM), Ms. Alane Van Donsel


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Art Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Cortland Standard Representative; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for two staff members, Mrs. Janice Catalano and Ms. Kathryn Ferris, who recently passed away.  She noted their great commitment and dedication to our school, our students, and their colleagues.  The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  There was no Executive Session.
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Not applicable.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:  None
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) Rural Schools Conference – Cooperstown – July 11-13, 2010.  Ms. Hoeschele asked Board members to let Ms. Dorn know if they wished to attend.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  
a. 3rd Quarter Academic Report.  Mr. Spring reported on our 3rd Quarter academic results.  Elementary students performed higher in ELA this quarter.  Failure rates have improved dramatically at the JSHS.  Our drop-out rate continues to be of concern, and attendance rates continue to be a concern throughout the District.  Mr. Spring explained that success is being seen in the District’s “Move 2” initiative, where teachers identify two students in every section who are struggling or failing and work with them.  Mr. Spring advised that he accompanied a group of instructional staff to Brockton High School in Massachusetts, a school that has successfully turned around their academic performance.  The group will be presenting to the Board at a later date.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of April 26 Regular Meeting and May 4, 2010 Public Budget Hearing.
b. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 4/28/10 (6); CSE Recommendations for Barry 10/8/10 (1); Randall 4/30/10 (1); Parker 4/27/10 (1); Smith 4/26/10 (2) and 5/3/10 (7); BOCES 4/16/10 (4).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None 
8. NEW BUSINESS:  None
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.54.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 1011.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2076.  Moved by Ms. VanDonsel, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
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10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  No report.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services - 
1) I3 Grant Update.  As previously explained to the Board we were invited to participate in the “NYU Federal Investment in Innovation Application, I3,” with Newark Public Schools, NJ, Somerville Public Schools, MA, Hartford Public Schools, CT, and Chicago Public Schools, Il.  Ms. Riley and Mr. Spring reviewed what we anticipate our work will look like if the application for this grant is successful.  Ms. Riley explained that we have been working with Dr. Noguera at NYU for the past couple of years with a focus on instructional practices aimed at increasing student achievement, primarily for economically disadvantaged children.  
c. Superintendent.  No report.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

a. Board members were reminded that the Canvas of Votes for the Budget Vote and Election next Tuesday, 5/18, is at 9:00 PM, and that there is a regular meeting the following week, on May 25.  There were no requests for additions to the agenda.  Mr. Spring asked Board members to let him know if anything comes up that they would like to add.

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, an Executive Session was called for by Ms. Hoeschele at 8:10 PM, to discuss a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No - 0.  
The Executive Session adjourned at 9:04 PM.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

14. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 PM.   Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

