CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, June 8, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman,


Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:
Mr. William Young


Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Art Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Cortland Standard Representative; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER  

a. Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:29 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session, in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

a. The Executive Session adjourned at 7:02 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:04 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There were no Kudos Korner recognitions.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Lori Megivern, Virgil resident and CUT President, addressed the Board, stating that she hoped that if the budget situation changes, the instructional positions will be reinstated.
c. Board Member Reports - 
1) CNYSBA Recognition.  Mr. Spring introduced Mr. Forrest Earl, Vice-President of the Central New York School Boards Association, who thanked Ms. Hoeschele for her service to the Board and presented her with a token of their appreciation.  Mr. Earl is an outgoing member of the Homer Central School Board of Education, and both Ms. Hoeschele and Mr. Spring thanked him for his service to his community.
2) NYSSBA Convention – October 21-24, 2010.  Board members were advised of the date of this year’s New York State School Boards Association Convention.
3) NYSSBA Summer Law Conference.  It was noted that Board members should advise Ms. Dorn if interested.
5. PRESENTATIONS:  

a. Operations Recognition Diploma Presentation.  A Cortland High School Diploma was awarded to Mr. Donald G. Rood.  Mr. Rood was both a WWII and Korean veteran, serving in the U.S. Army and the Marine Corps.  He was the recipient of a Korean Service Medal and a Purple Heart.  Mr. Spring and the Board thanked him for the service he provided to his Country and community.
b. Model Schools – Brockton, MA. Presentation.  A presentation was given by some of the team members who recently traveled to Brockton, MA. to tour their High School to gain insight on what they have done to make the significant gains they have made.  High School teachers Bob Edwards, Jill Pace, Bill Lee, Jim Ulrich and Executive Principal Greg Santoro talked about the findings and feelings of the group on their visit.  The Board was advised of the vision statement developed by the group that “Every student will graduate prepared to continue his or her education, begin a career and become a contributing member of our global society.”  They advised that it has become clear to the team that successful schools have a very strong literacy component, and that is where the focus will begin.         
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of May 25, 2010 Regular Meeting.
b. Approval of CSE/CPSE Recommendations: Barry – 5/25/10(1); Randall – 5/26(2), District 5/27/10(1), 5/27(4); Smith – 5/26/10(1); Parker – 5/27/10(1); CCA – 5/26/10(1); McEvoy – 5/28/10(2); CPSE – 5/18(5), 5/19(6), 5/27(1), McEvoy 5/14/10(1); JSHS – 5/19(3), 5/20(1), District 5/20(1), 5/21(1), 5/14(1), 5/28/10(1).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None 
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8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Inter-Municipal Agreement for Internal Audit Services 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the continuation of the Inter-Municipal Agreement with Questar III BOCES for Internal Audit Services for the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Unappropriated Fund Balance Transfer to Capital Fund 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approves the general fund district line appropriations account 9950 transfer to the Capital Fund by $3,500,000 to be funded from unappropriated fund balance in lieu of issuing debt for the capital project.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  In discussion, it was noted that this amount would not go directly for the Capital project but for servicing debt for the Capital Project.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Superintendent Hearing Appeal

The Board having met in Executive Session in relation to an appeal from the decision of the Superintendent regarding the suspension of a student, and each Board member present having reviewed the record, including the transcript, and after deliberation, it is hereby RESOLVED that the findings and assessments of punishment by the Superintendent are hereby affirmed.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0, Abstain – 1 (Ms. Van Donsel).   

9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Abolishment of (1) Social Studies Tenure Area Position, (1) Elementary Tenure Area Position, (1) Social Worker Tenure Area Position, (1) English Tenure Area Position, (1.5) Teaching Assistant Tenure Area Positions, and (1) Clerk Position.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Abolishment, with regrets, of (1) Social Studies Tenure Area Position, (1) Elementary Tenure Area Position, (1) Social Worker Tenure Area Position, (1) English Tenure Area Position, (1.5) Teaching Assistant Tenure Area Positions, and (1) Clerk Position.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.56.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0. 

c. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 1014.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
d. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2079 and 2080.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  No Report.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services -
1) Universal Pre-K Update.  Judi advised that there are 9 agencies for 11 programs to serve 150 students, and that we currently have 127 enrolled.  We will continue to recruit and place students; however, she noted that this program is funded through the State budget, and can only move forward if it remains in the State budget.
c. Superintendent – 
1) New York State Budget.  Mr. Spring updated the Board on his thoughts regarding the State budget.

2) Multi-Grade Classrooms.  Mr. Spring referred to a letter on our website regarding multi-grade classrooms.  Currently, it looks like we will have full sections and will not need to use multi-grade classrooms to alleviate some of the awkward class sizes we thought we would have; however, we will still plan for multi-grade classrooms as they have education merit on their own.
3) Capital Project Update.  Mr. Spring noted that we are still waiting for the State to approve our plans.  Although we planned for a July 1 start date, he doesn’t anticipate constructing starting until August.  
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests from the audience to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW.  There were no requests for additions to the agenda.

13. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
_________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education
