CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, June 23, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, June 23, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 
Mr. Joseph Lyman, 

Mr. William Young

Absent:
Mr. Paul Marshall, Dr. Bonni Hodges


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Ms. Hoeschele immediately called for an Executive Session in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Young.  Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 7:00 PM.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.    Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.  

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:04 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.   There was no Kudos Korner recognition for tonight’s meeting.  Ms. Hoeschele noted that Health Teacher Jill Pace and Senior Megan Summers would be recognized at the next meeting for organizing the “Get Fit by Finals” Program.
b. Audience Participation - on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests from the audience to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) The NYSSBA Summer Law Conference is being offered at two locations.  If any one is interested in attending please let Carolyn know.
2) Board Retreat – July 24, 2009.  Ms. Hoeschele reminded Board members of the all-day Board Retreat being planned for Friday, July 24th.
3) Ms. Hoeschele reminded Board members that Commencement was Friday, June 26, 2009 at 7:00.  All are welcome to attend.

4) Ms. Hoeschele also noted that Dr. Hodges and Mr. Marshall had wanted to attend their last Board meeting tonight, but both had 6th graders graduating tonight.  She thanked them for their dedicated service to the school and community.

5. PRESENTATIONS:   
a. Athletic Report.  Mr. Jeff Johnson, Athletic Director, gave a report of our Interscholastic Athletics for 2008-09.  He noted that 19 out of 22 teams were named Scholar-Athlete Teams by Section 3, meaning the team members’ scholastic average was 90 or above.  He summarized the report, including teams and their records, number of participants, % of 1,2 or 3 sport athletes by grade, elementary school sportsmanship awards, coaching assignments, and the year’s highlights and awards.  Mr. Johnson commended our great coaching staff and great student athletes, and thanked the Board for their support.  Mr. Johnson was thanked for his leadership of our great athletic program.
b. Professional Development School – Literacy Project.  Mr. Spring explained that the Professional Development School is a more in depth and intense partnership between the school district and the college to help us rethink the nature of professional development to be more substantive and enduring that the traditional day’s workshop or training.  He introduced Phyllis Litzenberger, who explained that she had set up 3 hour classes, once a month in the evening, based on literacy and theory for 13 teachers, from 4 elementary schools, Kindergarten through 3rd grade.  She introduced some of the teachers involved, who shared their very positive thoughts on the results of the training.  Mr. Spring and the Board thanked and commended the group on being pioneers of the program, and Mr. Spring presented each of them with a Certificate of completion. 
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of June 9, 2009 Regular Meeting.

b. Financial Reports, Treasurer’s Report, Intrafund Transfers, Warrants – May, 2009

c. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 6/17/09; CSE Recommendations of 6/4, 6/11, 6/15 and 6/19/09 (District); 6/9 and 6/15/09 (McEvoy); 6/11/09 (Virgil); 6/9/09 (Barry); 6/16 and 6/17/09 (Randall); 6/16/09 (St. Marys); 5/26 and 6/9/09 (Parker); 6/8, 6/11 and 6/18/09 (Smith); 6/5 and 6/12/09 (CJSHS).
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d. Contract Amendments for Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent

e. BOCES Contract Amendment #10

f. BOCES Contract for Transportation of Students Enrolled in BOCES Special Education Programs 2009-2010

g. Annual Cooperative Bidding Resolution Notification

h. Approval of BOCES Agreements and Resolution:  

1) Equivalent of Attendance Program, 

2) Employment Preparation Education Program

3) Adult and Continuing Education Resolution
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:   
a. Extended Field Trip to Egypt - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve or not approve the planning for a field trip to Egypt on February 10 - 19, 2009, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes –  2 (Mr. Clark, Mr. Young), No – 3 (Ms. Bordwell, Mr. Lyman and Ms. Hoeschele).  
8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Appointment of and Approval of Contract with Tetra Tech Architects & Engineers -
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointment of and contract with Tetra Tech Engineers, Architects & Landscape Architects, P.C. for engineering and architectural services for the districtwide building alteration project, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
b. Adoption of 457 Deferred Compensation Plan - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to adopt the 457B Deferred Compensation Plan, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
c. Adoption of 2009-10 Non-Resident Tuition Rates - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Non-Resident Tuition Rates of $1,400 for Grades K-6 and $1,600 for Grades 7-12, for 2009-10, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  In discussion it was noted that the rates are reasonable and lower than what the State recommends.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
d. Athletic Training Services Agreement - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointment of and contract with Cayuga Medical Center of Ithaca for Athletic Training Services for the 2009-10 school year at a cost of $29,000, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.   Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
e. Approval of 2009-10 School Food Service Budget - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to adopt the Food Service Budget for 2009-10 as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Substitute Rates for Teachers, Teaching Assistants and Nurses for 2009-10 - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the substitute rates for teachers, teaching assistants and nurses for 2009-10, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.  

b. Approval of Abolishment of (1) Buildings and Grounds Superintendent and (1) Assistant Buildings and Grounds Superintendent Positions;
c. Approval of Abolishment of (1) Director of Special Education Position;
d. Approval of Abolishment of (1) Public Information Specialist Position;

e. Approval of Abolishment of (1) School Lunch Manager Position;

f. Approval of Abolishment of (2) Library Aide Positions;

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the abolishment, as presented, of the following positions: (1) Buildings and Grounds Superintendent, (1) Assistant Buildings and Grounds Superintendent, (1) Director of Special Education, (1) Public Information Specialist, (1) School Lunch Manager, and (2) Library Aides.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.   
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g. Approval of Creation of (1) Superintendent of Buildings and (1) Assistant Superintendent of Buildings Positions;
h. Approval of Creation of (.51) Director of Special Education Position;
i. Approval of Creation of (1) Additional Cook Manager Position;
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve of the creation, as presented, of the following positions: (1) Superintendent of Buildings, (1) Assistant Superintendent of Buildings, (.51) Director of Special Education, and (1) Cook Manager.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
j. Transportation Stipend for Grounds Supervision - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the stipend for Grounds supervision as presented.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.  

k. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves -
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.36.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.  

l. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments -  
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule(s) of Appointment 990 and 991.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
m. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments - 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule(s) of Appointment 2026, 2027, 2028, 2029 (Revised), 2030 and 2031.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Summary Report.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the May 29, 2009 expenditure and revenues reports and the monthly claims report for May.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services -
1) Personnel Update.  Ms. Riley noted that out of 14 vacancies, 10 have been filled.  They are very pleased with the size and quality of the candidate pool.
2) Code of Conduct Update.  Ms. Riley distributed 3 pages of the working draft and reviewed the proposed changes with the Board.  In continuing, she will be polling other schools to see what other Districts are doing surrounding language in the Code of Conduct for SROs.  The Committee was asked to make sure that the definition and perception of “Custodial Interview” and “Investigatory Interview” be clear.  

c. Superintendent –
1) Noted the article in tonight’s newspaper regarding graduation rates, showing an increase in our rate from 73% to 80%.  He noted that this type of an increase has required a tremendous amount of work on the part of the staff, parents, support staff, and administrators.

11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  
a. Ms. Amy Rosas spoke of her disagreement with the decision to cut the Special Education Director’s position.  

b. Ms. Barry Gewanter, Director of the NYCLU, CNY Chapter, noted that she heard some very responsive things things regarding some of the issues she had brought up regarding procedures for student searches.  
c. Lori Megivern asked for clarification on Extended Field Trip to Egypt.
1) Ms. Hoeschele advised that over the summer, at the next couple of meetings, there will be lengthy discussions regarding the extended field trip policy.
d. Ann Doyle noted that the Board should have microphones, and was advised that this is being worked on.
12. ADJOURNMENT:
As there is no further business to conduct, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn at 8:18 PM.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
_________________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

