CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 2009


A Regular Meeting of the Cortland City School District Board of Education was held at the Kaufman Center, One Valley View Drive, Cortland, New York, on Tuesday, July 7, 2009.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 

Mr. Joseph Lyman, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel, 


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

I. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele brought the meeting to order at 7:15 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
1. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  There was no Executive Session.
2. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Not Applicable.
3. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:   
1. The Board recognized Ms. Gwen Barbato, a Speech Therapist from Parker Elementary, for being chosen by the Cortland Rotary Club as the Cortland School District’s Teacher of the Year.  Mr. Spring noted her significant impact on students and staff of the Parker School community, along with her involvement on committees at the District level.  She was presented with a Certificate for her achievement.
2. The Board also recognized CJSHS Health Teacher, Ms. Jill Pace, and Senior, Ms. Megan Summers for their outstanding work in organizing the “Get Fit by Finals” Program.  Cortland was the winner of this competition, and the High School received a $15,000 gym makeover and a visit from NBA Legend Derrick Coleman on June 11, 2009.   A certificate was presented to Ms. Pace.  Ms. Summers was unable to attend and will receive her certificate by mail.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports:
1. NYSSBA Convention, New York City, Oct. 15-18.  Ms. Hoeschele asked that those who would like to attend let Ms. Dorn know tonight, if possible, as we would like to take advantage of the Early Bird Registration savings.  Hotel rates are very reasonable, but the conference hotels fill up very quickly and reservations can’t be made unless accompanied by a conference registration.  

2. Summer Meeting Dates Revision.  All agreed to change the July 28th meeting to August 4th, and to change the August 11th meeting to August 25th, if needed.  
5. PRESENTATIONS:   There were no presentations.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of June 23, 2009 Regular Meeting.
b. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 7/1/09; CSE Recommendations of 6/22/09 (Parker), 7/1/09 and 6/22/09 (District), and 6/24/09 (McEvoy).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.   Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:   None
8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Creation of (2) Reserve Funds.  

1) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education establishes a Retirement Contribution Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 6(r) of General Municipal Law.   Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 

2) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education establishes a Tax Certiorari Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 3651(1a) of Education Law.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 
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b. Funding of (5) Reserve Funds.
1) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education sets the funding of the Retirement Contribution Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 6(r) of General Municipal Law, up to a maximum of $1,500,000 in the current year from unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2009.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 
2) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education sets the funding of the Tax Certiorari Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 3651(1a) of Education Law, up to a maximum of $1,000,000 in the current year from unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2009.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.    

3) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education sets the funding of the Unemployment Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 6-m(2) of General Municipal Law, up to a maximum of $135,000 in the current year from unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2009.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.    

4) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education sets the funding of the Liability Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 6c(10) of General Municipal Law, up to a maximum of $1,241,189 in the current year from unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2009.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.    

5) RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, that the Board of Education sets the funding of the Insurance Reserve Fund, as authorized by Section 6-n of General Municipal Law, up to a maximum of $2,000,000 in the current year from unappropriated fund balance as of June 30, 2009.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.     

c. Adoption of 2009-10 Tax Warrant.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to adopt the 2009-10 tax warrant as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.   

9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.37.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments – None.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2032, 2033, 2034 and 2035.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  In discussion it was noted that recruitment is going very well, with only 1.5 positions still open.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations – No Report.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services – No Report.
c. Superintendent
1) Travel Discussion.  Mr. Spring led a discussion regarding policy changes for clear guidelines for field trip requests.  He asked the Board for input on what they would like included and received the following suggestions:  requests (including logistics, fund-raising, etc.) should first be discussed with administration before discussing with students and making plans; policy should work well in all settings and address varied types of trips; disclosure and breakdown of costs; should meet certain, clearly defined expectations; equity; use of perks; more detail on supervision; and getting feedback from previous groups.   
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn at 7:36 PM.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 
_____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

