CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, August 25, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, August 25, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, 


Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:
Mr. William Young, 


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard

1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:08 PM.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Ms. Hoeschele immediately called for an Executive Session in accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, to discuss particular persons.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.

The Executive Session adjourned at 7:10 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.  

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:10 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There were no Kudos Korner recognitions.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Lori Megivern addressed the Board, noting that she had been asked to be put on tonight’s agenda regarding the resubmission of her Extended Field Trip Request for Egypt.  Ms. Hoeschele advised that she had replied to Ms. Megivern, advising her that she should wait until the travel policy has been revised and resubmit her request under the new guidelines.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) Policy Committee Meeting Dates.  Ms. Bordwell noted that the first meeting is scheduled for September 17 at the Kaufman Center.  Meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Thursday of each month and an agenda will be published.  
2) Stadium Visits – September 3, 2009 (All Day).  Mr. Spring advised that on September 3, the architects have arranged for a visit to four districts to view athletic fields, tracks, and various setups.  The architects, construction managers, coaches and any Board members interested are welcome to join Mr. Spring and Mr. Martignetti on this all-day trip.
3) Ms. Hoeschele noted that for the first time all Board members are attending the NYSSBA Conference in October, and she looks forward to the interaction with other Board members and the valuable shared information that will result.  
5. PRESENTATIONS:   
a. Academic Report.  Mr. Spring presented the End-of-Year Academic Report for 2008-09.  He reviewed elementary academics, attendance and conclusions, and JSHS academics, failure comparisons, attendance, graduation rates, and drop-out information.  The drop-out rate continues to be a concern.  The attendance rates improved in the 4th quarter.  Mr. Spring asked Board members to let him know if they would like changes made to the report to make the data more helpful to them.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of August 4, 2009 Regular Meetings.
b. Approval of District CSE Recommendation of 8/11/09.
c. Financial Reports, Treasurer’s Report, Warrants – July, 2009.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Revised Copier Contract.  
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to rescind the previous resolution of August 4, 2009, and approve the revised comprehensive copier lease agreement with OCM BOCES as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion, Mr. Martignetti explained that there was a reduction in the original price of $600, effective September 1.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.   
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8. NEW BUSINESS:  None
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:  
a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.39.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes - 6, No - 0.

b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 995 and 996.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2039, 2040, 2041 and 2042.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Summary Report.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the appropriations, revenues and claims audit reports for the month of July.  
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services –

1) Personnel Update.  Ms. Riley advised that one position remains to be filled, and there should be a recommendation at the next meeting.  Mr. Spring noted that New Teacher Orientation had been held today and that we have a great group of new teachers.
c. Superintendent - 
1) Goal Setting.  Mr. Spring advised that he would be summarizing the results of the Board survey when all have been received.  He also noted that he would be bringing to the Board the results of work that the administrators have done in identifying and prioritizing needs.  
2) Policy Governance.  He asked the Board to think about how they would like to proceed, and suggested that possibly more information could be gained at the NYSSBA convention.
3) Student Bill of Rights.   Further discussion will take place on this topic after policy governance is decided on.
4) Zero Period.  Mr. Spring explained that the High School had created a “period zero” this year, a 7:05 AM class period to allow students to catch up if they are behind in credits or take extra courses.  So far, 130 students have signed up for the period.  Mr. Santoro further explained the purpose and specifics of the class.
5) Dedicated Bus Runs.  Mr. Spring explained that the transportation schedule is being changed to dedicated busses for the elementary schools.  Mr. Martignetti explained that parents would be receiving postcards next week listing pick up and drop off times.
6) Mr. Spring distributed copies of our 2009-10 calendar to Board Members. 

7) NYSSBA Convention Artwork Display.   It was asked if our student work would be displayed.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn at 

8:26 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
_________________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education
 _________________________________________

Judi Riley, Clerk, Pro Tem

