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CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, September 8, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION – N/A.
3. RECALL TO ORDER – N/A.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:  There were no Kudos recognitions.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Lori Megivern addressed the Board and offered to contact references who could give the Board further information on Egypt and the importance of international studies/travel to help the Board make their decision when reviewing the current Extended Field Trip policy.  Ms. Hoeschele thanked her for her offer. 
c. Board Member Reports -
1) NYSSBA Convention Small Cities Breakfast.  Board members were asked to let Ms. Dorn know by tomorrow if they would like to attend this event at the NYSSBA Convention on October 16.
5. PRESENTATIONS:   
a. Opening of School Reports.  Ms. Hoeschele advised that both she and Ms. Van Donsel had attended the Welcome Back Conference, people seemed excited and in a very positive mood.  Mr. Spring distributed the materials from the session.  He noted that the Support Staff of Excellence Award had been given to Giovanna Polinsky, Executive Secretary, Virgil, and that the Teacher of Excellence award had been given to Bonnie Hutchinson, SE, Barry.  Information was provided on H1N1 prevention plans.  He also gave a review of student achievement, diploma rates, and drop-out rates.  The Board was given information on Dr. Pedro Noguera’s presentation at the opening, “Creating Conditions to Raise Student Achievement.  What it Takes to Leave No Child Behind.”  Dr. Noguera met with the administrative staff after the opening session.  Mr. Spring advised that the buildings and grounds look great, teachers are excited, and all is ready for tomorrow.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of August 25, 2009 Regular Meetings.
b. Approval of CSE Recommendations of 8/6/09 (JSHS, McEvoy); 8/27/09 and 8/28/09 (District).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Approval of Work on Boiler Retubing at Smith Elementary.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to accept the Reagan Riter Boiler Works proposal of $19,989 for the boiler repair at Smith Elementary School, as presented, and that this amount be declared an emergency contingent expenditure to be paid for through the general fund with unappropriated fund balance.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
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b. Approval of Work on High School Parking Lot by Economy Paving.     
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to accept the Economy Paving proposal of $13,850 for the repairs to the high school parking lot drainage system, as presented, and that this amount be declared an emergency contingent expenditure to be paid for through the general fund with unappropriated fund balance.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion it was asked what the repairs entailed and it was explained by Mr. Martignetti that the trench drain between two main doors had collapsed, and that there was some other needed drainage work also done at that time.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.40.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  

b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 997 (Revised) and 998.  Moved by Ms. Van Donsel, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2043 (Revised), 2044, and 2045.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations – No Report
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services – No Report
c. Superintendent -
1) 12-Month Meeting Agenda Calendar.  Mr. Spring distributed a draft of a calendar of agenda items for Board meetings and asked the Board to review and get back to him with any changes/additions they would like made.  The final calendar will be divided into reoccurring agenda items for each meeting.
2) Board Policy Meeting.  Ms. Bordwell, the Committee Chair, asked for direction on the review process.  It was decided that the Committee would decide the priority of policies to be reviewed and bring their recommendations back to the Board at the second meeting of the month.

3) Ms. Bordwell suggested that Board members attend various Open Houses.  Ms. Hoeschele asked Ms. Dorn to send a list of the dates of the Open Houses to Board members.

4) Mr. Spring advised the Board that the new website was up and running, and asked them to review it and let him know of any questions/concerns that they have.  Regarding missing items, he noted that it is still being worked on, and will be much easier to update in the new format.

11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. ADJOURNMENT 
In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Ms. Hoeschele called for an Executive Session at 7:35 PM to discuss collective negotiations.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 7:52 PM. Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0. 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ms. Hoeschele asked for motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:53 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.  

__________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

