CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 27, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, 

Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele

Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.   Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION – N/A.
3. RECALL TO ORDER – N/A.
4.
COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:   The Board recognized 10 students who participated in an essay contest on politics and world hunger to win attendance at the World Food Prize Global Youth Institute in Des Moines, Iowa, this month.  A total of 20 students originally submitted essays and these 10 students were selected for presentation at Cornell University’s New York Borlaug Youth Institute in September, where 4 students were then chosen as delegates from New York State to the Institute in Des Moines.  Cortland students Charles Anumonwo and Beau Lacey were chosen as delegates and Ruohan Zhang was chosen as an alternate.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Ann Doyle asked when the Board room would be getting the microphones she had previously requested.  Mr. Spring assured her that this was being worked on; however, it was not as simple as just getting a microphone.  Multiple microphones and speakers would be needed, as well as a mixer and amplifier, to equip the room properly and cost effectively.    
c. Board Member Reports -
1) NYSSBA Convention Summary.  Board members shared what they had gained in valuable information from the recent New York State School Boards Association Convention in New York City.  Sessions attended included fitness, health and welfare, communications, building condition surveys, healthy buildings, safe environments, long term financial planning, and legal issues.  All agreed that the networking with other boards across the State was invaluable.
2) Cortland-Madison School Board Association Fall Meeting.   Anyone interested in attending was asked to contact Ms. Dorn. 
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
a. Special Education Report.  Director of Special Education, Ms. Jacquie Stegeland, gave an overview of our Special Education Program and an update on our New York State Special Education Review.  
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of October 13, 2009 Regular Meetings.
b. Financial Reports, Treasurer’s Report, Intrafund Transfers, Warrants – September, 2009

c. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 10/14 and 10/21/09; CSE Recommendations as follows:  Barry – 10/20/09; Randall – 10/8/09; McEvoy – 10/8/09; JSHS – 10/7, 10/8 and 10/15/09; District – 10/19/09.  
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
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8. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Policy Review -

1) Approval of Readoption of Policy Nos. 1420 (Development of Policy) and 1460 (Policy Review and Evaluation)

2) Approval of Revisions to Policy Nos. 1520 (Regular Meetings), 1522 (Preparation of Agenda), and 1524 (Order of Business) 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the readoption of Policy Nos. 1420 and 1460, and the revisions to policies 1520, 1522 and 1524, as presented at the October 13, 2009 meeting, and as recommended by the Policy Committee.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.43.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1001 and 1002.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2052, 2053 and 2054.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Report.  Mr. Martignetti updated the Board on year to date appropriations and revenues and the claims audit report for September, 2009.
2) Mr. Martignetti also updated the Board on our efforts regarding precautions for the H1N1 virus.  He noted that a letter would be going out to all parents and be posted on our website regarding vaccination clinics being planned as soon as the vaccine becomes available.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services -
1) Red Ribbon Week.  Ms. Riley advised that this week is Red Ribbon Week, a national event focusing on drug prevention, and that there are many events taking place.  She also noted that the Communities That Care Youth Drug Survey would be completed this week. 
c. Superintendent -
1) Mr. Spring reported that the Staff Development Day on October 13 was a very successful, valuable day.  

11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).
a. Ms. Bordwell noted that dictionaries had again been given out to all 3rd grade elementary students, and thanked the Cortland Elks Club for their continued commitment to our students and this program.

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

In accordance with Public Officer’s Law Section 96, Subdivision 1, Mr. Young called for an Executive Session at 7:45 PM, for a Stage 3 Grievance Hearing for Cortland United Teachers and to discuss particular persons.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
The Executive Session adjourned at 9:29 PM.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No - 0.
13. ADJOURNMENT

It was noted that the Board had agreed to hold a Special meeting on Monday, November 7, 2009 for a decision and action on their findings from the Stage 3 CUT Grievance Hearing.  

There being no further business to conduct, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:30 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.
____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

