CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 17, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, 


Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Absent:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.   Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION – N/A.
3. RECALL TO ORDER – N/A.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  There was no Kudos Korner recognitions at this meeting.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board.
c. Board Member Reports - 
1) Cortland-Madison School Boards Association Fall Meeting Report.  All agreed with the importance of this meeting in being able to interact with other Boards in the area.  It was noted that TC3 President, Carl Haynes, spoke about the assessments they use for placement of incoming freshmen.  All agreed that the BOCES culinary arts students did a great job in preparing and presenting the delicious meal.
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
a. ACT (Advocacy & Caring Team) Initiative.  Members of the ACT Initiative from the Dept. of Social Services explained this 3 year New York State pilot program of group supervision and team decision-making.  They noted that this program benefits both the families and caseworkers, and has been very successful in Cortland.
b. Independent Audit Presentation.  Mr. Thomas Zuber of Raymond F. Wager, CPA, P.C.  presented the audit report for 2008-09 to the Board.  This report had previously been reviewed by the Audit Committee.  He noted no material weaknesses and rendered an overall positive opinion of the District’s financial position.  
c. Capital Project Presentation.  Mr. Brian Domke and Mr. Scott Duell were present to update the Board on the Capital Project.  They reported that it is planned for construction to begin in June of 2010, with substantial completion in the fall of 2011.  Also reviewed were examples of some of the security/accessibility changes being planned and plans for a senior lounge and College/Career Center at the high school.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of October 27, 2009 Regular Meeting and November 9, 2009 Special Meeting.
b. Financial Reports, Treasurer’s Report, Intrafund Transfers, Warrants – October, 2009. 
c. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 10/28, 11/6 and 11/10/09; CSE Recommendations as follows:  Virgil - 11/5/09; District Manifestation Hearings of 10/27 and 10/30/09; Randal – 10/23 and 11/2/09; Barry – 10/27 and 11/3/09; Parker – 11/5/09; CJSHS – 10/21, 10/22, 10/26, 10/28, 11/3 and 11/5/09.
d. Extended Field Trip Request – Wrestling Tournament, Minisink Valley, 1/22-23.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
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7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Acceptance of Risk Assessment Audit – Fiscal Year 2008-09

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Audit Committee, to accept and approve the Risk Assessment and Cafeteria Audit Reports by Ken Ziobrowski, Internal Auditor from Questar III BOCES, for the fiscal year 2008-2009, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
b. Acceptance of Independent Audit – Fiscal Year 2008-09
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Audit Committee, to accept and approve the Independent Audit by Raymond F. Wager, CPA, P.C., for the fiscal year 2008-2009, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
c. Approval of Budget Calendar for 2010-2011
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 2010-11 Budget calendar as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
d. Approval of Surplus Equipment List dated November 9, 2009

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve of the sale of surplus items as presented on the Surplus Equipment memo of November 9, 2009.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
e. Authorization for Bid Award for Snowplowing and Removal 2009-10

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to award the bid for Snowplowing and Removal to Wallace Landscaping, as the lowest responsible bidder meeting specifications, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
f. Authorization to be a Co-Applicant for OCM BOCES Government Efficiency Grant Program, High Priority Planning Grant – Equitable Access to College Credit in High Schools

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to be a co-applicant and authorize OCM BOCES to apply for the Local Government Efficiency Grant Program, High Priority Planning, for Equitable Access to College Credit in High Schools, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote: Yes – 5, No – 0.   
g. Authorization to be a Co-Applicant for OCM BOCES Government Efficiency Grant Program, High Priority Planning Grant – Joint Acquisition of Heavy Equipment

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to be a co-applicant and authorize OCM BOCES to apply for the Local Government Efficiency Grant Program, High Priority Planning, for Joint Acquisition of Heavy Equipment, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
h. Approval of Surplus Textbook Disposal
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve of the disposition of various outdated text books and materials, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion, it was suggested that the books be donated.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
i. Building Use Request for H1N1 Clinics

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Cortland County Health Department request to use our school facilities in order to administer the H1N1 vaccine, pending submission of a Building Use Request Form.  Moved by Mr. Lyman, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion it was advised that it was felt there would be adequate supplies for the clinics.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
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9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.44.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1003.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 2055, 2056, and 2057.   Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -
1) Financial Report.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the year-to-date appropriations and revenues, along with the audit report for October, 2009.  He also reported on the cafeteria profits YTD. 
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services.  No report.
c. Superintendent -
1) Mr. Young introduced the staff members who recently attended a national education symposium in San Diego, which focused on how to make schools the best they can be in a time of limited financial resources. The attendees to the symposium were Board Vice President, Bill Young, Superintendent Larry Spring, Executive Principal Greg Santoro, 9/10 Principal Mack Knight, and teaching staff members Bob Edwards (Social Studies), Vicki Darrow (Math), Claudia Williams (Special Education), Michelle Hughes (Guidance), and Jill Pace (Health).  They shared their enthusiasm and the common vision they returned with of what a diploma from Cortland should mean in 2015.  The team explained that they had developed a survey to be given to the school community requesting their input to help us focus our efforts, maximize our resources, and still provide high quality services to our students and the community.  The results of this survey will be available in January.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  
a. Ms. Lori Megivern addressed the Board noting that she was very supportive and excited of the efforts of the symposium group.  She also requested a copy of the revised extended field trip policy.

12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

a. Board members reviewed the meeting calendar for the December meeting and made no additions or corrections to the proposed agenda items.

13. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to conduct, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  Final Vote:  Yes – 5, No – 0.

____________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

