
CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Revised 1/26/10 (6b)
Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, December 15, 2009

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Joseph Lyman, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Community Representatives; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session to discuss contractual matters and a particular person.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  The Executive Session adjourned at 7:03 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:05 PM, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner.  The Board recognized the SUNY Cortland Community Orchestra Writing Contest Winners from Parker, Randall and Virgil Elementary schools.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).  There were no requests to address the Board at this time.
c. Board Member Reports -
1) Wall of Fame Inductees.  Ms. Hoeschele noted that the Board had been advised of inductees per the By-Laws of the Wall of Fame Committee, and that Board members should direct any concerns to the Committee for their review.  The names are to remain confidential until letters have been sent and replies received from the inductees.  
(a) Ms. Linda Schmitt and Ms. Elaine Contento were present, representing the Wall of Fame Committee.  Ms. Schmitt thanked the Committee, Kevin Cafararo, and Donna Kinney for their efforts, and noted that Induction Ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, 2010.  
5. PRESENTATIONS:  
a. 1st Quarter Academic Report.  Mr. Spring reviewed the elementary and JSHS results for the 1st Quarter.  Overall, student performance improved in many areas.  There was a dramatic improvement in the overall passing rate for 9th Grade.  Areas of concern are attendance, 7th and 8th grade failure rates, and an increase in dropouts. These areas are being reviewed closely. 
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of November 17, 2009 Regular Meeting. 
b. Financial Reports, Treasurer’s Report, Intrafund Transfers, Warrants – November, 2009. 
c. Memorandum of Agreement.
d. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 11/18, 12/2, 12/4 and 12/9/09; CSE Recommendations as follows:  District – 11/17, 12/3; McEvoy – 11/13, 11/16, 12/3/09; CCA - 12/3/09; Randall – 12/3/09; Barry – 12/7/09 (5); Parker – 11/12 (2), 11/19/09; JSHS – 11/12, 11/18, 11/19, 11/24, 12/1, 12/2, 12/3/09. 
e. Field Trip Request (Ice Hockey – Jan. 16-17 to Rye and Pelham, NY).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Approval of Revisions to Policy No. 1520 (Regular Meetings) to follow the dates adopted at the Organizational Meeting. 

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the revision to Policy No. 1520, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Copier Lease Contract with OCM BOCES.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve a 48 month service contract resolution with OCM BOCES for copier services, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
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c. Approval of 1st Reading of New Course Proposal for Honors Music (Band, Orchestra, Choir).
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the 1st reading and presentation of the New Course Proposal for Honors Music (Band, Orchestra, Choir), as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion, Mr. Spring explained that the change is a desire by the music department to be more inclusive for all students in the programs they offer at both ends of the spectrum, both those taking general music instruction and also those who are more advanced and plan to major in music in college.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
d. Approval of PE Plan

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Physical Education Plan as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Young.  In discussion, Mr. Johnson distributed additional information on the supplemental minutes framework.  Ms. Bordwell noted that she would like to meet separately with Mr. Johnson to discuss some concerns she has, but agreed to go ahead with the vote.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 1 (Ms. Bordwell).
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Resignations and Leaves as presented on Resignations and Leaves Schedule No. 10.45.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments. 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedules of Appointment 1004 and 1005.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2058.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Young.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations.  Mr. Martignetti was unable to attend the meeting.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services -
1) Biennial Review of Shared Decision Making.  Ms. Riley advised the Board that Commissioner’s Regulations require a biennial review of our Shared Decision Making Plan.  A Committee is being formed and she asked for Board representation.  Mr. Young volunteered to be on the Committee.
c. Superintendent -
1) Mr. Spring explained that the Governor’s withholding of 10% of State aid payments means approximately $120,000 for Cortland.  He noted that, as expected, several organizations are mounting lawsuits.  For Cortland, this means that we will have to change how we manage our cash, in terms of cash on hand, but we should not have to borrow, and that other Districts in the State have been more severely impacted.    
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).
a. Ms. Bordwell noted an article in the newspaper recently regarding Amy and Abe Johnson and an exchange program they did at the McGraw High School.  She commended them on their efforts.

b. Ms. Lori Megivern, commented on the PE issue and noted the importance of physical activity in the classroom.  She objects to classroom teachers leading PE activities, as classroom teachers do not take courses in PE.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW

a. All agreed with the scheduled agenda items, and especially noted the importance of the Legislative Breakfasts.
13. ADJOURNMENT

 

As there was no further business to conduct, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Dr. Ten Kate.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
____________________________________
Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

