CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Regular Meeting – Tuesday, February 9, 2010

A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, NY.

Present:
Ms. Lisa Hoeschele, Mr. William Young, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, 

Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Alane Van Donsel (arrived at 6:35), Mr. Joseph Lyman 


Also Present:  Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Art Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Mr. Scott Conroe, Cortland Standard; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER.  Ms. Hoeschele called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM and immediately called for an Executive Session to discuss particular persons.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 6, No – 0.

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  The Executive Session adjourned at 6:54 PM.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.

3. RECALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Ms. Hoeschele recalled the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. COMMUNICATIONS and RECOGNITION:

a. Kudos Korner:
1) The Board recognized the Gold Key Winners of the CNY Scholastic Art Show:  Urbashee Paul (Senior), Lydia Polley (9th Grade), May Zhu (10th Grade).  Ms. Hoeschele noted that their artwork is on display through February 26 at Onondaga Community College.
b. Audience Participation – on items related to the Agenda (speakers are asked to limit their comments to two minutes).

1) Ms. Ann Doyle asked about the speaker system for the Board Room that she had brought up at previous meetings.  Mr. Spring replied that quotes on the system had totaled $4,000, and that with the budget concerns facing the District, it had been decided to postpone this expense.  Ms. Doyle asked that the Board members speak up.  It was also suggested that Ms. Doyle sit in the front rather than in the back row.  Ms. Hoeschele thanked her for her concerns. 

c. Board Member Reports -
1) CNYSBA Legislative Breakfast Report - Sat., Jan. 30, 2010.  It was noted that both Assembly- woman Lifton and Senator Seward were in attendance and listened closely to concerns; however, although they do not necessarily back the Governor’s proposal, the meeting left all with a sense that they will not be able to help as much this year with financial issues as they have in the past.  It was also suggested that letters be written to both Lifton and Seward in support of the importance of education.     
2) NYSSBA State Issues Conference/Lobby Day – March 13-14 – Albany.  Ms. Van Donsel noted that she was very supportive of the “Be the Change for Kids” campaign (see below).  She also noted the importance of attending the State Issues and Lobby Day in Albany.  Ms. Van Donsel, Ms. Hoeschele, Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Spring advised they would like to attend.  Any others who are interested should contact Ms. Dorn. 
3) Policy Committee Report.  Ms. Bordwell explained that the Policy Committee had met with a representative of Erie I BOCES, who reviewed their services for help in revising policies for the District and Board.  The Committee has decided to accept their proposal, which will be included in the proposed BOCES Services Budget for 2010-11 as explained below in Mr. Martignetti’s presentation.
5. PRESENTATIONS: 
a. Be the Change for Kids.  Mr. Spring showed a video produced by the New York State School Boards Association which explained much of the difficulty that schools are faced in developing their budgets.  
b. BOCES Budget Review.  Mr. Martignetti reviewed the proposed budget for BOCES services for 2010-11.  He noted that the cost of the policy service with Erie I BOCES would be $8,200 over the next two years; however, the District would be able to receive 78% of that cost back in State aid.  The total proposed budget for BOCES services is increasing 8% to utilize more services and save additional funds.
6. CONSENT ITEMS:


a. Minutes of January 26, 2010 Regular Meeting. 
b. Approval of CPSE Recommendations of 1/26/10; CSE Recommendations as follows: District – 1/7 & 1/20/10; Randall – 1/25 and 1/28/10; Barry – 1/26/10; JSHS – 1/19 and 1/21/10.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Consent Items as presented.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES – February 9, 2010
Page Two
7. OLD BUSINESS:  None
8. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Approval of Cortland Regional Medical Center Agreement for Physical Therapy Services.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the agreement with Cortland Regional Medical Center for Physical Therapy Services, as presented.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Young.  In discussion, Ms. Bordwell asked how it was determined who is chosen for these services.  Mr. Martignetti advised that an RFP was requested two years ago, it was felt that CRMC had the best program, and they have been providing excellent services for both Physical and Occupational Services.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
b. Approval of Cortland Regional Medical Center Agreement for Occupational Therapy Services 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the agreement with Cortland Regional Medical Center for Occupational Therapy Services, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  No Discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of NYSMEC Municipal Cooperation Agreement for Energy Purchasing Services
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the resolution authorizing participation in NYSMEC, as presented.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  In discussion, Mr. Martignetti explained that the District purchases its electricity and gas services through a municipal cooperative known as the New York State Municipal Energy Cooperative.  The current agreement with the electricity supplier expires April 30, 2010.  The new contract has been awarded to Constellation New Energy and will save us approximately $.04 per KWH.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
d. Approval of Cortland County Community Services Board Agreement for Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention Programs.
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the Cortland County Community Services Board Agreement for Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention Programs, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Lyman.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
9. PERSONNEL ACTION:

a. Approval of Personnel Resignations and Leaves:  None
b. Approval of Non-Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Non-Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment #1008.  Moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Bordwell.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
c. Approval of Instructional Personnel Appointments
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointments for Instructional Personnel as presented on Schedule of Appointment 2065.  Moved by Dr. Ten Kate, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
10. LEADERSHIP REPORTS:

a. Director of Business Operations -   

1) Mr. Martignetti advised that the surplus equipment auction was currently being held on-line.
b. Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services.  No report.
c. Superintendent
1) Mr. Spring advised that Lynn Brown recently received National Board Certification.  We currently have three teachers who have received this distinction in our district.  There is a reception for all of the regional awardees hosted by the Teachers Center on February 26, from 4:00 – 5:30 at the SUNY Beard Building, 9 Main St.
11. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).  There were no requests to address the Board.
12. NEXT MEETING AGENDA REVIEW:  
a. Mr. Spring explained that the tentative agenda includes a budget discussion, election inspector approval, an elementary progress report and possibly a High School report, either at that meeting or the first meeting in March.  There were no changes or additions suggested.  

13. ADJOURNMENT
As there was no further business to conduct, Ms. Hoeschele asked for a motion to adjourn at 7:58 PM.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark.  Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
_________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

